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Abstract

In this article I would like to discuss the difference between two editions of The Essence of
Judaism by Leo Baeck, a popular reader for philosophy of Judaism. Its second edition displays us
his notable ‘philosophy of polarity’, emphasizing the coherent element of ‘mystery (Geheimnis)’
in contrast to the notion of ‘revelation’, both of which should constitute an essential unity within
Judaism. In comparison to the first edition, however, another element should be here underlined,
namely the ‘fate (Schicksal)’, against which Baeck began to struggle firstly in the second edition.
With his negation of the ‘fate’, what had he refused to accept as ‘the essence of Judaism'? For its
reappraisal, first I would try to represent Baeck's philosophy of Judaism in the first edition within
some philosophical contexts. A tightly tense relationship between the immanence and the
transcendence characterizes the notion of Judaism by Baeck, in the first edition. Then I refer to
his experience as military rabbi during the First World War, which brought his view upon
Judaism into a crisis. On this context I compare his description about martyrdom in both editions,
in order to clarify his notion of the ‘fate’. Its reappraisal should shed the light on the obscure side
in his idealistic Judaism.
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