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Representation of Male Intimacy through Shot-Reverse—-Shot Editing
Re-reading Keisuke Kinoshita’s Fireworks
Over the Sea as a Queer Film

Yutaka Kupo

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8301 Japan

Sunmary  The purpose of this essay is to clarify the significance of Fireworks Over the Sea {(Umi no
hanabi, Keisuke Kinoshita, 1951} as a queer film, and finally to contribute to the reevaluation of Kinoshita's
fifms in Japan. This film had been almost neglected for years even among film scholars and critics interested
in Kinoshita’s works. Although it was given a long overdue attention through the reviews by Ikuko Ishihara
and Hideo Osabe, their discussions tended to ascribe the prominence of the representation of male bonding in
this fila: wholly to Kinoshita’s homosexual leanings. We shoutd keep it in mind that Fireworks Over the Sea
is a mainsiream film in the disguise of heterosexual ideology. In order to deconstruct this seemingly
heteronormative text. this cssay adopts queer film theory, focusing, among others. on the nwanced uses of
shot-reverse—shot editing. The close analysis of the represemation of male intimacy will help the general
movement toward the reevaluation of Kinoshita’s films.





