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A Ceremonial Sickle in Possesion of at Freer Gallery of Art
Sueji Umehara

In the collection of Freer Gallery of Art in Washington, US.A.,
there is a ceremonial sickle of jade, attached to the haft which is
said to have been discovered at An-yang. Considering its shape and
design, it cannot be an actual weapon. The bronze parts are all
richly inlaid with turquoise. Thakas to the systematic excavation at
An-yang, we know the similar kind of ritual halbards, though it lacks
the haft. It is, therefore inferred that the An-yang bronze halbards
indicate the orignal form of this kind of ritual weapon, and at the
same time we know that more conventionalized blades of jade were
in existence. From the archaeological point of view, the culture of
the latter part of the Yin dynasty was in a more developed stage than
the one where bronze weapons were in practical use. In other words,
the culture of Yin in its latter part already reached a stage where
this sort of weapon, originally in bronze, had become a ritual object.
This phenomenon seems to have been in parallel with the prevalence
in the Yin dynasty of the bronze vessels, indicating peculiar aspects
of Yin. culture.





