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THE MARCH INTO VIRGINIA,
Ending in the First Manassas.
(JULY, 1861)

Did all the lets and bars appear
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To every just or larger end,
Whence should come the trust and cheer?
Youth must its ignorant impulse lend—
Age finds place in the rear. 5
All wars are boyish, and are fought by boys,
The champions and enthusiasts of the state:
Turbid ardors and vain joys
Not barrenly abate—
Stimulants to the power mature, 10

Preparatives of fate.

Who here forecasteth the event?
What heart but spurns at precedent
And warnings of the wise,
Contemned foreclosures of surprise ? 15
The banners play, the bugles call,
The air is blue and prodigal.
No berrying party, pleasure-wooed,

No picnic party in the May,



Ever went less loth than they
Into that leafy neighborhood.
In Bacchic glee they file toward Fate,
Moloch’s uninitiate ;
Expectancy, and glad surmise
Of battle’s unknown mysteries.
All they feel is this: ’tis glory,
A rapture sharp, though transitory,
Yet lasting in belaureled story.
So they gayly go to fight,
Chatting left and laughing right.

But some who this blithe mood present,
As on in lightsome files they fare,

Shall die experienced ere three days are spent—
Perish, enlightened by the vollied glare;

Or shame survive, and, like to adamant,

(€]
The throe of Second Manassas share.
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BALL'S BLUFF.
A Reverie.

(OCTOBER, 1861)

One noonday, at my window in the town,
I saw a sight—saddest that eyes can see—
Young soldiers marching lustily
Unto the wars,
With fifes, and flags in mottoed pageantry; 5
While all the porches, walks, and doors

Were rich with ladies cheering royally.

They moved like Juny morning on the wave,
Their hearts were fresh as clover in its prime
(It was the breezy summer time), 10
Life throbbed so strong,
How should they dream that Death in a rosy clime
Would come to thin their shining throng?

Youth feels immortal, like the gods sublime.

1]



Weeks passed; and at my window, leaving bed,
By night I mused, of easeful sleep bereft,
On those brave boys (Ah War! thy theft);
Some marching feet
Found pause at last by cliffs Potomac cleft;
Wakeful I mused, while in the street

Far footfalls died away till none were left.
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SHILOH.
A Requiem.
(APRIL, 1862)

Skimming lightly, wheeling still,
The swallows fly low
Over the field in clouded days,
The forest-field of Shiloh—
Over the field where April rain 5
Solaced the parched ones stretched in pain
Through the pause of night
That followed the Sunday fight
Around the church of Shiloh—
“All Wars are Boyish” ES
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The church so lone, the log-built one,
That echoed to many a parting groan
And natural prayer
Of dying foemen mingled there—
Foemen at morn, but friends at eve—
Fame or country least their care:
(What like a bullet can undeceive!)
But now they lie low,

While over them the swallows skim,

And all is hushed at Shiloh.
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THE COLLEGE COLONEL.

He rides at their head;

A crutch by his saddle just slants in view,



One slung arm is in splints, you see,

Yet he guides his strong steed—how coldly too.

He brings his regiment home— 5
Not as they filed two years before,
But a remnant half-tattered, and battered, and worn,
Like castaway sailors, who—stunned
By the surf’s loud roar,
Their mates dragged back and seen no more— 10
Again and again breast the surge,

And at last crawl, spent, to shore.

A still rigidity and pale—

An Indian aloofness lones his brow;
He has lived a thousand years 15
Compressed in battle’s pains and prayers,

Marches and watches slow.

There are welcoming shouts, and flags;
Old men off hat to the Boy,
“All Wars are Boyish” =il
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Wreaths from gay balconies fall at his feet, 20

But to Aim—there comes alloy.

It is not that a leg is lost,
It is not that an arm is maimed,
It is not that the fever has racked—

Self he has long disclaimed. 25

But all through the Seven Days’ Fight,
And deep in the Wilderness grim,
And in the field-hospital tent,
And Petersburg crater, and dim
Lean brooding in Libby, there came— 30

Ah heaven !'—what #7uth to him.
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BEAT! BEAT! DRUMS'!

BEAT! beat! drums!—blow! bugles! blow!

Through the windows—through doors—burst like a ruthless force,

Into the solemn church, and scatter the congregation,

Into the school where the scholar is studying;

Leave not the bridegroom quiet—no happiness must he have now with his bride,
Nor the peaceful farmer any peace, ploughing his field or gathering his grain,

So fierce you whirr and pound you drums—so shrill you bugles blow.

Beat! beat! drums'—blow ! bugles! blow !

Over the traffic of cities—over the rumble of wheels in the streets;

Are beds prepared for sleepers at night in the houses? no sleepers must sleep in those beds,
No bargainers’ bargains by day—no brokers or speculators—would they continue?

Would the talkers be talking ? would the singer attempt to sing?
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Would the lawyer rise in the court to state his case before the judge?

Then rattle quicker, heavier drums—you bugles wilder blow.

Beat! beat! drums'!—blow! bugles! blow!

Make no parley—stop for no expostulation,

Mind not the timid—mind not the weeper or prayer,

Mind not the old man beseeching the young man,

Let not the child’s voice be heard, nor the mother’s entreaties,

Make even the trestles to shake the dead where they lie awaiting the hearses,

So strong you thump O terrible drums—so loud you bugles blow.
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@ Edmund Wilson, Patriotic Gore: Studies in the Literature of the American Civil War (Oxford University
Press, 1962, reprinted 1969) 816 pp.

@ Cf. Ibid, p.479.

@ Cf. Ibid. pp. 479—80.
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@ Robert Penn Warren, pp. 356—7.

@ Henning Cohen, p. 183.

© Cf. Henning Cohen, p.187. Robert Penn Warren, p. 371

@©@ Robert Penn Warren p. 372.
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