SO RS E e 52175 (2015)

WERTHTFIvY - 934574 VIRIHICK T 388EL 208
T 54T T A AR —

i

FE A S 1= o
(37 fE R HOE B FSHEERRAR)

A Method of Teaching Academic Writing to First Year Undergraduate Students and Its Effects:
Paragraph Writing and Argumentation

Michimasa Usui

(Institute for Teaching and Learning, Ritsumeikan University)

Summary

Generally speaking, Japanese students are not trained in academic writing before graduating from high school.
Nevertheless, they are required to write academic essays just after entering a university. This is why most undergraduate
students find it difficult to write papers. Under these circumstances, our university set up a class teaching “Nihongo No
Gihou” (The Technique of Japanese Writing) for first-year undergraduate students, on a trial basis. This class aims to ensure
the acquisition of academic skills such as paragraph writing, argumentation, and discussion. In this paper, I shall present
teaching methods and course materials I have developed for this class. Then, I shall argue for their efficacy with reference to
some essays actually written by students in the class. Finally, I shall show that this class contributes to enhancing academic
interest and active learning as well as improving skills in academic writing, by comparing results from students who have

taken the class and those of other students.
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