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severe restrictions on use of their land, but these issues no longer attract the
attention of the international mass media.

Focus on the rainforest issues has shifted from the land conflicts at the ground
level to the ‘environmental politics’ at the global level, but local issues in Sarawak
have been neglected and forgotten without any resolution. This has been a tragic
epistemic turn for indigenous peoples in Sarawak.

The Experiences of Hashiura Yasuo in His Neighborhood
Study (1925-1934)

by

TsuruMI Tarou

If you look at the local history studies from the viewpoint of Modern Japanese
Minkangaku, which is the studies on the minds and private lives of the Japanese
people, you will realize that, from the late 1920’s to the mid 1930’s, many study
groups and local history researchers that were scattered across Japan began reor-
ganizing themselves step by step, aiming to establish Minzokugaku. During the
time period, Yasuo Hashiura, who was a socialist and folklore researcher, was
contributing to Yanagida’s reorganization activities in many ways, and then,
Hashiura also left several personal items, such as his fieldwork notes, journals of
local history and folklore, and letters exchanged with several local history resear-
chers. By using these items, we were able to closely examine the characteristics
of the local history societies that had been formed during the period of the reorga-
nization. Then we investigated the local history images that the local history re-
searchers had created during the period. However, at the time of our investiga-
tion, we also turned the spotlight on the following point. In order to associate
what is called “local history”, which has been a well-organized academic field, with
other concerned institutes and researchers, we have to consider how the idea of
the local history can work in order to form and represent human natures.

Unlike the other socialist activists who worked in the 1920’s, Hashiura was cap-
able of judging other activists, depending on how sincere they were. Naturally, he
was able to receive a position free from the human struggles caused by Anarchism
and Bolshevism of the time. Later on, when he carried out fieldworks as a folklore
researcher, this position enabled him to contact the local people without mixing up
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politics with his researches. This attitude also made Hashiura build up non-
ideological trust between those people and him. When he performed researches at
Goto, Nagasaki prefecture in 1928, and at Higashi Chikuma-gun, Nagano prefec-
ture at the beginning of the 1930’s, he became acquainted with several local his-
tory researchers. And later, they sent him letters in order to show their concerns
about Hashiura’s safety, every time they became aware that the government had
been rounding up socialists in Tokyo. In short, the relationship between these loc-
al history researchers and Hashiura represents the following two characteristics.
Hashiura’s research methods that were based on the accumulation of his experi-
ence in the local history led directly to everyone’s good relationship. The methods
also enabled everyone to develop their trust relationship, regardless of their poli-
tical thoughts.

In August 1935, a nationwide folklore organization, Minkan-densyo no Kai, was
established, complying with the guidelines Hashiura had prepared. He suggested
that research groups working locally should form a side-by-side configuration with-
out making affiliated society anywhere, even though some people were willing to
create affiliated societies throughout the country. Hashiura successfully drove
away their movements. Most importantly, his guidelines emphasized that local his-
tory researchers should trust each other and work together in order to single-
mindedly perform their visiting researches. In other words, Hashiura finally cre-
ated the guidelines based on his ten-year experience of the local history research.
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