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Evaluation of the Speaker-Factor in Japanese
VCV Utterances

Koh-ichi TABATA and Toshiyuki SAKAI

SUMMARY

In order to evaluate the speaker-factor in uttered words, multivariate analysis
of variance for four-factor design with repeated measurements has been applied
to the analysis of the spectral vectors obtained from Japanese V,CV; utterances
by 10 adult male speakers, where Vi, Ve=/a, i, u, e, of and C=/m, n, /. The
speaker, the vowel Vi, the consonant C, and the vowel V: have been assigned
to the four factors, respectively, and the interaction between speaker-factor and
Vi, C, or Va-factor has been especially interesting in the analysis.

As the results, what we should take into account as to the co-articulation
of a certain phoneme are (1) the main effect of the phoneme, (2) the main effect
of just preceding  (or following) phoneme, (3) the interaction between the
phoneme and just preceding (or following) phoneme, and (4) the main effect
of the speaker-factor. The interactions between the speaker-factor and these
phonemes are relatively small, and the influence of the speaker-factor to the co-
articulation is not so complicated. These facts imply the possibility of the
speaker-independent description about the phoneme and the rule of co-articula-

tion.

1. INTRODUCTION

Multivariate analysis of variance had, for the first time, been applied to
the analysis of speech sounds by the authors, considering the frequency components
of speech spectra as the components of multi-dimensional vectors!~%. It has
been found useful for the investigation of the co-articulation of phonemes or the
difference of speakers in the analysis of uttered phoneme sequences.

In order to investigate the effect of speakers on the spectra, as reported in
the authors’ literatures (1) and (2), multivariate analysis of variance for four-
factor design with single observation was applied to the Japanese V;VC; (vowel-
consonant-vowel) utterances like/ame/. Choosing one of [a, i, u, e, o/ for the
initial vowel V; and the final vowel V3, and one of /m, n, 5/ for the consonant
C, 75 kinds of words are obtained as all combinations. 375 utterances of these
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75 kinds of words by 5 adult male speakers were used for analysis. Four factors
of the analysis of variance were assigned to speaker, Vi, C, and V3, respectively.
The results of the analysis will be shown in Fig. 4, from which we found the
interesting properties of the speaker-factor.

In this paper, we have investigated and evaluated the properties of the speaker
factor in further detail®. Multivariate analysis of variance for four-factor design
with repeated measurements has been applied to the analysis of 2,250 utterances
of the same 75 kinds of words as the above by 10 adult male speakers. The
design with repeated measurements has been applied in order to reveal the

“interaction’’ between the speaker-factor and the factors of phonemes.

2. INTERACTION

We had better understand the important role of the interaction in the
analysis of variance.

In the field test of the crops by the analysis of variance, for example, it
may be rather desirable to detect the large interaction between two kinds of
artificial manures because it means the discovery of new effect by the combination
of artificial manures.

From the viewpoint of the speech recognition, on the other hand, it may
be desirable that the interaction between the factors of phonemes themselves,
especially between the speaker factor and them, is smaller.

We will take the (multivariate) analysis of variance for two-factor design
with repeated measurements in order to show the meaning of the interaction.
Consider two factors — A and B, and assume A;~A. and B;~B, to be their
levels or categories. Let xyx be the k-th observation under the i-th treatment
(or level) of the factor A and j-th treatment of the factor B, then we have the
linear model for the design,

X1 (1 X P) =p+ai+Bi+715+ ¢k, @
(i=1,..a, j=1,..,b, k=1,..,1)

where,
a b a b
Sa=3Bi=>11=2,715=0, (2
i1 J=1 i=1 Jj=1
and
eijk~N(0, A) : multi-dimensional normal distribution. 3

¢1jx called the residual may be relatively small, and we do not mention it further
here. a; represents “main effect” of the treatment Ay, and #; also represents “main
effect” of the treatment B;. 7; represents the effect specific to the combination of
the treatment A; and the treatment Bj, that is, the “interaction” between the factor
A and the factor B.

If 715 is null or very small, we may provide a set of b patterns {8y, ..., Bu}*

* The number of the independent patterns is b—1.
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in order to explain x5 with respect to the factor B. Otherwise, we must provide
another set of a*b patterns {1, ..., 7an}* in addition to the above set, then the
total number of the patterns becomes ab-+b.

Now, we can discuss the role of the interaction from the viewpoint of speech
sounds.

First, assume that the design is applied to the analysis of the co-articulation
of CV utterances consisting of two successive phonemes, consonant (C) and
vowel (V). Let x5 represent the spectral vector at the time point corresponding
to the vowel portion of the CV utterances. In order to inspect the influence of
the consonant C to the vowel V, the consonant C and the vowel V may be
assigned to the factor A and the factor B, respectively, where the number of
kinds of C is a, and that of V is b. If there were no interaction between C and
V, 715 would be null, then we might provide b patterns #i,..., fp in order to
explain the vowel component of x;jx, where B8; represents j-th kind of vowel. On
the other hand, if the interaction between C and V is not small, we must provide
ab+b patterns. The number ab+b, however, is not terrible, for the kinds of
both consonants and vowels are fixed.

Secondly, assume that the design is applied to the analysis of the speaker’s
effect on vowel utterances. The speaker S and the vowel V may be assigned
to the factor A and the factor B, respectively, where the number of speakers is
a, and the number of kinds of V is b. If there were no interaction between S and
V, 715 would be null, then we might also provide b patterns Bi, ..., 85 In order
to explain the vowel component of x;jx. Otherwise, we must provide ab+b
patterns. In this case the number ab+b may become very large, because the
number of speakers a is not finite in practical meaning. If 71;’s were much greater
than 8;’s, we might consider that each speaker had his own pattern of vowel not
common to the all speakers. Conversely, if 8;’s is much greater than 7;i’s, then

it may be considered that every speaker has the common pattern of vowel.

3. VCV UTTERANCES AND THEIR SPECTRA

Multivariate analysis of variance for four-factor design with repeated measure-
ments has been applied to the analysis of speech spectra obtained from 2,250
Japanese V;CV; utterances by 10 adult male speakers. The V;CV: words
consist of 75 combinations in which /a, i, u, e, o/ are chosen for the V; and Vj,
and /m, n, p/ are chosen for the C. The speakers uttered the 75 words, three
times each.

We will give a definition of speech spectra and procedure of segmentation.

When let by(t), -+, bp(t) (p=20) represent, in order, amplitude outputs of
20-channel 1/4-octave filters (bank of 20 filters whose center frequencies cover 210

* The number of the independent patterns is ab—a—b+1, then the total number of the inde-
pendent patterns is (ab—a—b+1)+(b—1).
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up to 5660 Hz) at time t, they are considered to represent speech spectra at that
time. After normalizing the square sum of these components at 1, we establish

p-dimensional vector x(t) by taking logarithm of its components. That is,

() =log i (0 b0 @

We define p-dimensional vector x(t)=(x1(t), ..., xp(t)) with Eq. (4) which would
be used for the analysis (p=20), and be called the spectral vector.

Amplitude outputs of the filter analyzer are A-D converted at intervals of
10 ms, then put into the computer in real time. On the paper of the line-printer
we represent the speech spectrum patterns of the input with which we observe
to determine the stationary parts or transition ones.

We define times ti,ts, ...,ts as Fig. 1, corresponding to the stationary or

transition parts in each word.

Vv, C sV,

Amplitude

T T T T T T T T T t
tl tz t3 t4 ts ts tr te ts

Fig. 1. Schematic representation of V,CV; word and definition of t;.
t==t;: stationary part of Vi, t=t;: boundary of V;—C, t=t;:
stationary part of C, t=t;: boundary of C—V,, t=t,: stationary
part of V,. If i is even, ty= (tiy +tiq)(2.

4. MULTIVARIATE ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR FOUR-FACTOR DESIGN

Let x(1xp) be a p-dimensional- random vector. The model and the
statistical test for the multivariate analysis of variance for four-factor design with

repeated measurements are shown as follows.

The linear model of multivariate analysis of variance for four-factor design with repeated
measurements
Kijam (1 X P) =¢ general level
+a +B5+7x+01 main effect
+ey+lictputOi+2An+pa  two-factor interaction
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+ vyt 0551+ 01k Tk

P51
+Xiikim,

where 1<i<a, 1<{j<b, 1<k<lc, 1<1<d and 1<m=<e (See Table 1).

three-factor interaction

four-factor interaction

residual

&)
The con-

stants a, b, ¢ and d are the numbers of levels of the factor A, B, C and D,

respectively. The constant ¢ is the number of repetitions.

Table 1. Multivariate analysis of variance for four-factor design with repeated

measurements,

Factor Effect vector Qs
A aji Q.
B

Main effect By Q.
G Tk Qs
D d1 Q4
AB 23] Qs
AC Cix Qs
AD

Two-factor interaction . T Qr
BC 0jx Qs
BD n Qo
CD Ml Q1o
ABC Vijk Qu

Three-factor interaction ABD P Qi
ACD ikl Qs
BCD Tkl Qu

Four-factor interaction ABCD . ©1jk1 Qs

The general level vector x(1 xp) is determined in order that effect vectors

a;(1Xp)~¢; k1(1xp) satisfy the following conditions:

2061 0, 2.31—0 Zrk—O 251—

Z 51342 15=0, Z Cik~2 Lix=0, 2 7711——2 711=0,

=1

;fuﬁg 050, g =3 =0, 3 #k1=§ =0,

C

M°

2 =

1 fo=1
d

J

Z‘Idikl—z am—Z o1a1=0, Z TJkl—E T.ikl—E T =0,
i<

Vij =E vijx=0, ZPm——EPm—-ZPm—

2 %Jkl:z Soijklzz §013k1=2 ©15x1=0.
i=1 i1 *=1 i=1

Besides, assume that
X1ikm~N(0, 4),

(6)

D

that is, %ijxim is assumed to be independently distributed according to the p-dimen-

sional normal distribution N(0, 4).
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The breakdown of total variance
Let “” denote the transposed matrix, then the breakdown of total variance
Q(pxp) (matrix of sums of squares and cross products) is as follows: (See Table
1.)
Q=0Q:+Q:2+Q3+Q4+Qs5+Q+Qr+Qs+Qo+Q 1o

F0O1+Q1+Q13+Q1s+Q15+R, 8
where
a b c d e
Q, =3 2 > 2 2 (Kijkim — X ) (Xijeim —X..... ),
i=1J=1 k=1 l=1 m=1
a
Q1=bcdei2(xi —X.euen ),(Xj —X.ue ),
=1
b
Qz—acdezl(x, ..... Y (X j.—X..),
=
Q3=abdekE(x..k..—x ..... Y (Keeker —Xeunn),
=1
a
Q4=abcelzl(x...1.—x ..... Y (Kewp. —Xeunid),
a h
Q,s=cdez1 Zl(x“...—xx....——x.j...—l-x ..... Y (Rijere =Kieeee —XefornFXeul),
=1 j=
Q6=bdeg Z(x;.k..——x;....~x..k..+x ..... Y (Rivker —Kieors —Xrke. FXouud),
Q7—bCCE E(Xx o1. — X - X )’(xi..l.—xi....ﬁx...1.+x ..... ),
=l [=1
Q_g:adejz Z(x.jk..—x.j...~x..k..+x ..... VY (Regker —Xejors —Xurken +Xuennn),
=1 k=1
b d
Qo=ace X, LZ(X.j.].—X.j...—X...l.+X ..... Y (Kejore —Keforr —Xewo1. FXounnl),
J=11=1
¢ 4
Qm:abekz lE(x..kl.—x..k..fx...l.Jr ..... Y (Kekte = XKoo ker = Keeet. FXeein),
Z1imt
a b c
Qu=deX jz kzl(xijk..“Xij..._Xl.k.._X.jk..+Xi....+X.j...‘{"X..k..’_‘X ..... b
i=17=1k=
e (Kijker —Xifer —Xiker —Xefloor FXprers F X jors FKeikes —Xevnnn),
Q12—Cez:ljz:l ;(Xu 1. oo = Xjeele =Xt F X X X — X Y/
e (Xijore —Kigeer =Xt 1o — X Jo1e F X0 X X ),
Q13—b621k2 Z(Xl ki~ Xiekeo —Xieele — Xkl T Xjeueo Xk X — X )/
o (Xikle = Xioke —Xieole — Xeukle FXieooe F Xk F Xl =X,
Q14—ae2 kE Z(X Sl =Ko flee =X jole =Kokl Ko foee F K g FXerer =Ko )
=1 k=1 i=1
e (Kegkt. —Xejkes — X dolo — Kookl F X joor F Xl F X —Xel),
le—eZ 2 kZ Z(Xijkl —Xijk.» —Xijels —Xiokl. — X jkl. T Xifeor T X1k
{m] j=1
F XKoot F X gk T X1 Xkl T K T X e T Xk T Xeei 1 X Y

« (K1K1. = Xifie o — Xt jel ~ Xt k1. —Xe jkl. FXijoon T Xk FXi1 X ke
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FXogre Xkl X K e = Kk s — X 1o F Xl )y

4

R= ﬁ Zb > 2 2 (Rajxim = Xijxr.)’ (Kiferm = Xi - ),

T=1j=1k=11l=1 m=1

and
Lo nsss
Xoeens Xijk1
abcde =1 j=1k=11=1 m=1 m
1 b c d e 1 a 2 e
Xi....=‘—-——-z 2 Xijk1 veey Xeeale = Xijk1
Bede 72 22 2% am o kms - abce & /5 2 am
Xigo =331 51 S1x X =L 51 51 $x
i =3I 1jk1 1. =~ 1kl
cde =1 im =i Jidmy vees acCe =1 k=1 m=1 Jklm; oc2s
1 & & 1
X = X X = X
iik de ;El ijklm, ) iekl-. be ]21 o ijklm,
1 e
Xijk1. = 2, Xijklm
€ m=1

The likelihood ratio test for null hypothesis
Let us consider a test of the hypothesis for the main effect of factor A that
all the effects of A’s levels are equal (there is no effect of A);
Hi(t): 4= ... =a,=0 9
We can test the hypothesis since it is possible to prove that the likelihood
ratio criterion

g

is distributed asymptotically according to x2-distribution with pl; degrees of

u:{n—lz—%(p+ll+l)}log

freedom under the conditions—n=a+b+c-d-e, l1=a—1, [;+l=abcd, and n—abcd
Zp—when n is sufficiently large.

Table 2. Degrees of freedom of Qi; i +l;==abcd, and degrees of freedom of R
is n—abcd (n=abcde).

Factor (OF L
A Q; a—1

B Q. b—1

C Qs c—1

D Q4 d—1

AB Qs ab—a—b+1

AC Qs ac—a—c+1

AD Q- ad—a—d+1

BC Qs bc—b—c-+1

BD Qs bd—b—d+1

CD Q1 cd—c—d-+1

ABC Qn abc—ab—ac—bc+a+b+c—1
ABD Q1 abd—ab—ad—-bd+a+b+d—1
ACD Qs acd—ac—ad—cd+a+c+d—1
BCD Q14 becd—bec—bd—cd+-b+c+d—1
ABCD Q15 abcd —abc—abd —acd —bcd+ab+ac+ad+bc+bd+cd—a—b—c—d--1
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The hypotheses concerned with the other factors or interactions may be
tested in the similar way with the each corresponding Q., /;, and /; shown in
Table 2.

5. THE EVALUATION OF THE SPEAKER-FACTOR IN VCV UTTERANCES

Multivariate analysis of variance for four-factor design with repeated
measurements mentioned in the section 4 has been applied to the analysis of the
spectral vectors at the each time point t; obtained from the 2,250 utterances
mentioned in the section 3 (As i=1,...,9, the total number of the analyses is 9).

The speaker S, the vowel Vi, the consonant C, and the vowel V; have been
assigned to the factor A, B, G, and D, respectively, where a=10, b=5, c=3,
d=5, and e=3. Then, we have computed respectively the test criterion v (Eq.
(10)) for the hypothesis that there is no effect of each factor or no interaction
between each factor. We have normalized v by the value of significant level
as the following equation, because the degrees of freedom corresponding to main
effects and interactions are different from each other and so are the values of 19,
significant level of ¥? test different from each other (See Table 2).

v
(Value of 19, significant level of 32 test L)
corresponding to the degrees of freedom of v)

The value of the normalized criterion v/ is shown in Fig. 2.

V=

200
Y S ¥ Vs
< speaker
100 \ L TN /
N
“a P
50 /N
= X AN
S -
k5 \ Y
2 43
= svi /I N\
© N ViC -\‘ 7 Svr
7/‘-\\/(: d N
© N, S = L/
o N R,/ /
R 10 M, Yo\,
“O‘ [/} ,‘l "' '~
g j AT, S
55l NN
Wi
VAV S
7GR N v
7 7 SVCTTNS
s SWBIN Ny
:—’?—'7 B SO
1 oY =

fr t2 13 ta ts te t7 ta 1o
Fig. 2. Multivariate analysis of variance for four-factor design
with repeated measurements (S: speaker).
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From Fig. 2, it may be said that

(1) The main effect of the speaker-factor is relatively large at overall time
points, especially larger than that of the consonant-factor at the stationary part
of the nasal consonant. It is the second largest factor at the stationary part of
the vowel: ‘

(2) The interaction between the speaker-factor and the vowel (Vi or Vj)-
factor is much smaller than the main effect of the speaker-factor or the vowel-
factor:

(3) The interaction between the speaker-factor and the consonant-factor
1s much smaller than the main effect of the speaker-factor or the consonant-factor:

(4) The interaction between the speaker-factor and the vowel-factor is
larger than the main effect of the consonant-factor at the stationary part of the
vowel, while it is smaller than the interaction between the consonant-factor and
the vowel-factor at the boundary between the consonant and the vowel (t=t;)
where the important information about the consonant seems to exist. (See the
next section.):

(5) The stationary part of the consonant may be almost explained by the
main effects of the four factors.

In conclusion, what we should take into account as to the co-articulation
of a certain phoneme are (1) the main effect of the phoneme, (2) the main effect
of the just preceding (or following) phoneme,' (3) the interaction between the
phoneme and the just preceding (or following) phoneme, and (4) the main
effect of the speaker-factor. The interactions between the speaker-factor and
these phonemes are relatively small, and the influence of the speaker-factor to
the co-articulation is not so complicated. These facts imply the possibility of
the speaker-independent description about the phoneme and the rule of co-

articulation.

6. DiscussioN

In order to make sure of the results, we compare them with our other results
obtained previously.

Fig. 3 shows the multivariate analysis of variance for four-factor design
with repeated measurements applied to Japanese C;V;C;V: utterances by one
adult male speaker, where Ci, Cz=/[p, t,k, b, d, g, m,n, 7/ and V;, Vo=/a, e,
o/#. The major behavior of Fig. 3 is similar to that of Fig. 2 except for the
speaker-factor.

Fig. 4. shows the multivariate analysis of variance for four-factor design
with single observation applied to Japanese ViCV; utterances by 5 adult male
speakers, where Vi, Ve=/a, i, u, e, of and C=/m, n, 7/*~®. The behavior of Fig.
4 is similar to that of Fig. 2 except for the interactions.

Fig. 5 shows the multivariate analysis of variance for three-factor design
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Fig. 3.

C1 Vi Cz V2
200 /_v,\ Ve
100 AY Co—F
\\ o~
. Y- N
PN 50 /\ AN
c Ci \ [/ AN
2 \ WAREN
2 Cq}h‘\_\ /, M P IR
520 X / N {
H VY AN v
210 A 2 i e
£ R N
S s | A A SN A
2 LAV /A
V/H Ty N N
Y
2 L5 ON LN
/. 7 /3 "‘*-\\CQ'C\Z \___/_'k
Wl A S
\ g jouCy ST s
e i ey
— —— —_t
13 ts t7 ts tn tys

with repeated measurements,

w
Q

Normalized criterion v’

20

101

Multivariate analysis of variance for four-factor design

Vi C
Speaker-effect

V,-effect

C-effect

Va

¢ Vp-effect

N—

e

T T T

LR PR

te ts te tr tg ts 1

Fig. 4. Multivariate analysis of variance for four-factor design
with single observation.
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with repeated measurements applied to the same utterances as Fig. 3 by

ignoring Cy®.

It shows that there may be the important imformation about

the consonant at the boundary between the consonant and the vowel. (See (4)

in the section 5.)
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Koh-ichi TaBaTa and Toshiyuki Sakar

30 Vi "1 - Co <=V, 30
I Ce=/ptk/ !
I | .
201 ] £ 201
10+ Z 101
14 14
t .
ts tz te tu tia
(1) C:=/ptk /; Voiceless stop. (2) Co=/b,dg /;Voiced stop.
301 Vv,
Ce==/mnp/

v’
14

Co——V,
1
|
201 ‘

(U A

C.

107

Normalized criterion

1

(3) Ce==/ mn,p /; Nasal
Fig. 5. Multivariate analysis of variance for three-factor design with repeated
measurements. Vi, Vy=/a, e, of.
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