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‘Philosophy’ and ‘Philosopher’ in Themistius’ Orations

Masahiro Nishimura

Since his adlection into Constantinopolitan senate by Constantius II in 355, Themistius,
who was an Aristotelian commentator, Constantinopolitan senator, and politician (c.317-
¢.388), had delivered speeches before emperors and citizens for almost thirty years. He desig-
nated himself as a ‘philosopher’ and practiced his self-styled ‘philosophy.” The ‘philosophy’
which Themistius advocated can be summarized as follows: (1) there are two kinds of philoso-
phy, one concerning divine matters, the other, human matters; (2) one should follow the lat-
ter, a practical and political philosophy, which considers human and civic welfare as it once
did in the age of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle; and, (3) a philosopher has to step forward to
speak in public for the sake of the audience’s own good.

Themistius’ ‘philosophy’ is incompatible with that of his contemporary Neoplatonist (espe-
cially Iamblichaean) philosophers both in theory and in practice. Themistius criticized the
unsocial and esoteric attitudes of Neoplatonists and their reluctance to speak publicly,
although in fact, some Neoplatonists went to the imperial court and participated in politics.
Sopater won Constantine’s favor, and Maximus of Ephesus and Priscus were invited by Julian
to the emperor’s entourage. The success and fame of these men, however, was short-lived,
and they soon fell victim to intrigues. Despite the fact that they did step in politics, Themistius
paid little respect to this practice by Neoplatonists. Discordance among pagan intellectuals

was too serious to co-operate against the Christian Church.



