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Relationships, Hierarchies, and Resource Allocation Among Siblings
Regarding Access to Higher Education:
Based on A Life History of a Young Man who Grew up
in Households on Welfare

Atsushi NAGASAWA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary The purpose of this paper is to qualitatively examine how relationships, hierarchy, and resource
allocation among siblings influence the “choice” of children from households on welfare regarding their
pursuit of higher education. To this end, this paper analyzes the life history of a young male who grew up as
the second son in a multi—child household reliant on public assistance and achieved college. The following
three points emerged from this analysis: (1) In multiple-child household, siblings can serve as role models.
(2) The acquisition of resources for college education is not limited to the parents, but is also done by the
children themselves. (3) The distribution of resources among siblings, obtained through various channels
within the household, influences the ordering of children’s choices. Based on these findings, the paper
concludes with some suggestions for future surveys and research on the college enrollment of children from
households on welfare.

Keywords: public assistance programs, child poverty, siblings, higher education, life-history



