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A Preliminary Study on the Decomposition and Genesis of
Soil Organic Layer in a Pine Forest
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Résumé

Deéomposition processes and genesis of soil organic layer were studied in a pine forest in
Kyoto, Japan. The soil organic layer showed a moder type which is characterized by the
development of the H layer consisting of the faunal faces. The decomposition processes were
studied by the litter bag and the micromorphological observation methods. The development
of the soil organic layer was not simply due to the slow decomposition of substrates, but the
accumulation of decomposed materials on and in the decomposing needles and the H layer.
The decomposition proeesses in the soil organie layer were shown in the attached photographs.





