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But in the great Sperm Whale, this high and mighty god-like
dignity inherent in the brow is so immensely amplified, that gazing
on it, in that full front view, you feel the Deity and the dread
powers more forcibly than in beholding any other object in living
nature. For you see no one point precisely; not one distinct feature
is revealed; no nose, eyes, ears, or mouth; no face; he has none,
proper; nothing but that one broad firmament of a forehead,
pleated with riddles; dumbly lowering with the doom of boats, and
ships, and men. (p. 292)
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Champollion deciphered the wrinkled granite hieroglyphics. But
there is no Champollion‘ to decipher the Egypt of every man’s and
every being’s face. Physiognomy, like every other human science, is
but a passing fable. If then, Sir William Jones, who read in thirty
languages, could not read the simplest peasant’s face in its profoun-
der and more subtle meanings, how may unlettered Ishmael hope to
read the awful Chaldee of the Sperm Whale’s brow? I but put that
brow before you. Read it if you can. (pp. 292-3)
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