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horse trade limitation was also aimed at prices and purchases within the territory
under the direct control of the emperor, therefore, its main purpose was to se-
cure enough horses to confront the Xiongnu as well as the marquises. In 168 BC,
Wendi got rid of the checkpoints, probably including those which were set up on
the border with the territory of the marquises, which suggests a detente with
them in the middle of his reign.

One of the most famous reforms is the abolition of mutilation as punishment in
167 BC, and fixed terms of the hard labour were also set at the same time.
Although the background has been explained in the context of the penal system
reform, the details of the penal system recorded in the Ewnian liling suggest
another viewpoint.

The problem that threatened Wendi in the second half of his reign was the
attacks from the Xiongnu, which intensified after 169 BC, and their troops
threatened the capital in 166 BC. Defending his empire, Wendi carried out several
plans, one of whose ends was to reorganize the system of labour services. As
part of this trend, the hard labour system must have been rationalized. Viewed
from a different viewpoint, hard labour without any fixed term meant an endless
necessity of supplying official food because convicts were issued a certain amount
of food, at least in principle. We have to count the abolition of the mutilation as a
penalty as a way of economizing.

The Review of the Studies on the Spatial Structure
of Japanese Medieval Cities

by
YaMaMURA Aki

Studies of Japanese medieval cities have been interdisciplinary, including the
fields of history, archaeology, architectural history, and geography. The central
issue of the studies has been how to reconstruct and explain the “space” of the
cities, but the strict meaning of the key concept “spatial structure” has never
been explored. However, current studies have arrived at the point of reassessing
their perspectives and methods of spatial analysis from their own academic points
of view. This paper aims to review the studies of Japanese medieval cities by ex-
amining the meaning of the spatial structure and perspectives on spatial analysis.
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Prior to the 1970s, historians had displayed a strong interest in the late-
medieval castle towns, which were seen as immature feudal cities on the verge of
developing into the consummate feudal cities of early-modern times. They deter-
mined the locations of the castle, residences of the warriors, and markets in each
city, and they used this data as a standard to estimate the level of development as
a feudal city. They understood the “spatial structure” as the relative connection of
the locations of these three elements.

In the late 1970s, influential papers were published by the historian Amino
Yoshihtko, who defined the space where people engaged in various economic acti-
vities free from the intervention of a feudal lord as an “urban location”. During the
same period, archaeological surveys produced many remarkable results, especially
on some early medieval cities. The conceptual term urban location was recon-
structed in actual spatial form by a group of historians and archaeologists working
together who used the many actual excavations of early-medieval sites. Because
this method of reconstruction was used to make up for the lack of space where
archaeological surveys had not been conducted, the abstract model of the center
and periphery was applied to the entire urban space. This method caused confu-
sion between abstract and concrete spatial structures when using the term urban
location.

On the other hand, other historians and archaeologists joined to initiate the
study of the changes in castle towns from late medieval to early modern times,
but in manner divorced from the older theories about feudal cities. They found the
medieval castle towns had two different varieties of space. One type of space was
under the control of powerful lords, and the other type was space that was free to
a certain extent from the power of the lords. They claimed such multivalent space
was unified by the powerful lords in early modern times. Their dynamic but linear
view of the development of the history of castle towns had a great influence on
many researchers. Furthermore, their method of reconstructing space that clar-
ified the concrete morphology and function of urban elements of the city as a
whole was also widely accepted. The space reconstructed by this method was rec-
ognized as the spatial structure of the city.

In the 1990s, an architectural historian presented a remarkable model to explain
the history of the space of the Japanese cities from ancient through modern times.
That model, composed of two symbolic factors, was exceedingly abstract. It suc-
ceeded in explaining the multiple and complex space of medieval cities in their
totality. In other words, this meant that the spatial structure of the city was a
model that was symbolic and highly abstract.

As is demonstrated in this paper, studies of Japanese medieval cities have not
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shared a common understanding of the most important concept of spatial struc-
ture, so researchers have employed perspectives appropriate to their own themes
in analyzing space. Due to the confusion borne of a lack of recognition of the con-
cepts of space and spatial structure, researchers have faced problems in exchang-
ing results of studies with each other. The fundamental cause of this problem Les
in the attitudes of most researchers who have not paid serious attention to space
itself.

What then would be an effective solution to this problem? This paper proposes
that one solution is to distinguish the space planned by the lords from the actual
space of the cities, while recognizing the diversity of space itself and carefully re-
ferring to the basic concepts of space used in geography. Applying this perspec-
tive toward the studies of castle towns, this paper constructs a new history of
these spaces from late medieval to early modern times and demonstrates the
validity of the method.

From the last quarter of the 15th century to the first quarter of the 16th cen-
tury, lords who were linked to the political center possessed city plans that con-
sisted of a rectangular format and grid road pattern. But their plans were not
always realized in actual space as planned because local societies did not always
accept them in total. The actual spatial structure was formed by the lords and loc-
al societies modifying the city plans to fit local contexts.

In the second and third quarters of the 16th century, lords who had developed
into representatives of local societies did not have any clear city plans. Actual spa-
tial structure was influenced not only by the actions of the lords, but also by that
of other local representatives and other types of spatial structures in local cities.
As a result, there was a variety of actual spatial structure of castle towns.

In the last quarter of the 16th century, powerful lords unified the diversity of
regional society in Japan and started to establish a nation state. These powerful
lords had rigid city plans and forced their vassals and bureaucracy to realize them
in their own territories as a proof of submission to the lords during the process of
unification. Many castle towns were built, and then rebuilt, in a common format all
over Japan. The city plans of lords had great influence on the actual spatial struc-
ture of local castle towns, nevertheless, the plans were accepted and modified to
some extent depending on the local context. As this exploration of castle towns
suggests, the studies of medieval cities contain latent possibilities for constructing
a new history of space by modifying the way the space of cities is seen.
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