No. 4 2021.1.1

Kyoto university Academic LIbrary Newsletter

KALIN

%*bh\p Ep EWH#F’;F]EE(&D\
|

.- 3 & /Ba k] |Upper class stud

il
L’ 50 (D2 Palgnoie i

'_ ' Study abra es of upper class{l,students Part 2

1.@

- -»-
HHEDRY—h%
S ERRDS

Start the New Year in the Library
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Notice: Special Library Opening Times During Exam Period

The library will be specially open from
9:00 to 17:00 on Saturdays and Sundays
(dates marked in lilac on the calendar on
the right) during the exam period. Please
feel free to make use of the library on
these dates.

(4 days total) *Wear a mask when using
January 23 (Sat) e libran.

*Disinfectant and other
January 24 (Sun)  sypplies are available. We
January 30 (Sat) ask for your cooperation
January 31 (Sun) in disinfecting your own

hands and desks.

Event: Online Zoom Seminar in February
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This seminar is for those who have
managed to finish this year's exams, but
want to take the next step up towards
next year. A workshop will be held to
review the important points.

[How to join]
Please use the special form to apply.
https://forms.gle/TEH7fCSKKPmXPSWj9

DR

We look forward to
seeing you there!

Essential points for one year packed into
20 minutes!

Writing Reports and Papers: What
You Need to Know
[Dates and times])
February 8 (Mon) 12:30
February 10 (Wed) 12:30

*The seminar will be held using Kyoto Univer-
sity cyber learning Zoom. Students are re-
sponsible for setting up their own learning
environment.

Notice: For those whose student ID or library cards will expire before the end of the school year

If your student ID or library card will
expire by the end of the school year, the
due date for returning materials is Fri-
day, March 19, 2021.

Those who are still enrolled for the
new academic year may borrow materi-
als beyond the current academic year.

Please bring the certificate of enroll-
ment for next year* designated by the
library to the counter when checking out
materials.

*The form for the certificate of enrollment is
available at the counter on the first floor of the
library. Please let us know if you wish to have
oneissued.
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Special feature from the previous issue, Study abroad experiences of upper class students," Part 2
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Experiences of an upper class student who studied in Russia and one who have come to Japan to study.
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We will also continue to bring you the stories of the upper class student who studied in Germany featured in the previous issue!
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The process from preparation to coming back to Japan
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Student K (Study abroad destination : Japan)

AR ¢ 2017E3AR—IRE

Duration : End of March, 2017 - present

B . AMBREZHAR/§L 284

Currently: Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies/

year 2, doctoral student ‘
BE  PEER (&)

When studying abroad: Undergraduate degree

Lk

Previous issue
special feature

BEHARM : 201598 -20165F7H

Duration: September 2015 - July 2016

Q: Why did you decide to study abroad?

In addition to wanting to improve my language skills, | also wanted to

experience the land, people, atmosphere, and climate of the area
firsthand.
K: One of the most important reasons was that my undergraduate pro-
fessor recommended studying abroad to me. Studying abroad allows
you to have more opportunities in both employment and further educa-
tion in your career plan. You also get to learn some life patterns. Study-
ing abroad taught me that | need to broaden my horizons and learn
about the diversity of the world, especially when dealing with a rapidly
changing society like China's (approaches like tourism are short term so
it can be difficult to understand the people there in depth).

Q: Why did you choose this study abroad destination?

Because | am majoring in Russian and Soviet literature.

K: Unlike exchange programs, | am currently studying abroad for the
purpose of earning a degree, so when | was considering where to study, |
was thinking mainly in terms of the research environment. | was interest-
ed in sociological research on implementing environmental policies
when | was an undergraduate. However, | came to Japan to study human
geography of disasters because | would like to do research for China on
historical and spatial theory at the master's level.

Q: How did your language skills change before and after your study abroad?

K: In the first year of my master's program, | took about 12 classes of 6
courses per week (including Liberal Arts and Sciences Courses ). In the
second year of my master's program, the amount of classes decreased. |
would prepare in the lab before and after class, do my homework, and
usually go home at night. | often spent time at home on my days off, but |
made a promise to myself that | would take a walk in Kyoto City wherever
my legs took me once every two weeks, and that | would leave Kyoto
once a month for a change of scenery.

Q: What left the longest lasting impression during your study abroad experience?

The vast amount of land. When | went to Hokkaido, | thought it was
spacious, but Russia is endlessly more spacious.
O: When | went to study abroad, there were many terrorist attacks. The
terrorist attack in Paris in November was particularly shocking. Participat-
ing in a memorial service after class left a lasting impression on me. Dur-
ing my stay abroad, in addition to terrorism, there were refugee issues,
the issue of publication of Hitler's Mein Kampfdue to the expiration of its
copyright, the issue of Britain's withdrawal from the European Union, and
others which became a topic of discussion both inside and outside the
classroom, so | had many opportunities to think about these.
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Student T (Study abroad destination: Russia)

AR ¢ 20196 8AK—2019F9A K

Duration: End of August, 2019 - End of September, 2019

B XFRAEM/EL2EE

Currently: Graduate School of Letters/2nd year master's student

B2 XFHRAER/ELIBE

When studying abroad: Graduate School of Letters/1st year master's student
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10th Short Term Russian Language Study Abroad Program held by the Ministry of
Science and Higher Education of the Russian Federation and the Agency for Cultural
and Scientific Cooperation of the Russian Federation

Q: What is the approximate cost of studying abroad?

30,000 yen/month for living expenses (accommodations at a low-
cost student dormitory)
K: Approximately 100,000 yen/month for living expenses. There is no
scholarship which covers living expenses.

Q: Is there any extraordinary event which happened to you while studying abroad?

I went on a trip from Moscow to St. Petersburg with a friend. | was the

only one who bought a mistaken return ticket (a ticket for the day before
| was supposed to return) and was left in St. Petersburg by myself.
O: I had a lot of problems with transportation. | missed the night bus a
number of times. | also got on the wrong train, while the train | was rid-
ing on got into an accident so | had to walk to the next station to geton a
different train. There are often delays in public transportation in Germa-
ny and trains can stop due to some sudden mechanical issues which
occasionally forced me to wait with nothing to do.

Q: Is there anything you wish you had done beforehand?

I should have practiced listening to videos with automatic subtitles on
YouTube and other sites.
K: I should have improved my language skill more. | regret that | could not
concentrate on specialized research or socializing because | was making
up for my lack of language skills, or that | could not be as efficient.
| should have asked more questions in advance about the plans and prac-
tices of upper class students who were studying at the same destination. |
realized too late that | was missing out on opportunities including ways to
pursue higher education, scholarships, and leisure activities, or | dealt with
them in a hurried manner.

Q: What did you gain from studying abroad?

K: Instead of living in a group in a dormitory at a Chinese university, | think
studying in Japan has helped me develop diverse skills by living alone
(including the ability to ask for help and get information on how to man-
age money, cook, etc.). | also have come to appreciate those who have
looked after me.

<EHFENLWEE TORR>

Deliver your message for anyone thinking about studying abroad!

Even if you are not confident in your language skills, seize the opportunity and go for it. | regretted that | didn't study abroad as an undergraduate.

K: Exchange students don't have to think too much about advantages and disadvantages. In order to get a degree, | think it's better to ask people

who have studied abroad when making arrangements.

The process from preparation to coming back to Japan
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Finished 1st screening and
went on to 2nd screening
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document screening without interview

ZREBERT .BMBLAH (RI)

Finished 2nd screening and applied to
participate in program (final stage)
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SAKEM (EFIZHNDORITRLHEEG)

Went to Russia at end of August
(Visa obtained by intermediary travel agency)
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Stay in Russia, return to Japan
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There might be a change in
schedule. Please refer to our
Twitter or website.
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Tel : 075 (753) 6524, 6525 Email : a30yslib@mail2.adm.kyoto-u.ac.jp
Web : https://www.kulib.kyoto-u.ac.jp/yoshidasouthlib/ Twitter : @yoshidasouthlib
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