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Comparative Ontology: An Approach to Global Area Studies

Tanase Akio*

This article aims to investigate the ways in which the ontological question, "Who am
I?", has been answered by civilizations in history in different regions, mainly focusing on
examples from Japan, India and Europe. This article suggests that the "second axial break-

*through" took place between the thirteenth and the sixteenth centuries, when the question of
how to link one's existence in this world to the transcendental was answered in different
ways in different regions of the world. Subsequently, however, the ontological problem re-
mained the public concern only in some areas such as India. In Western Europe and Japan, it
was by removing the ontological question from the public and by concentrating social re-
sources to this-worldly instrumental activities that these areas succeeded in achieving a major
increase in productivity. In the contemporary world, our task seems to be to find out how to
recreate the space to seek ontological meaning to our life in civil society. Comparative ontol-
ogy is suggested as a means to understand and consider various possibilities of human exist-
ence historically and globally in order to provide ideas for the future redesigning of our
world.
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~DEERETOD, HHOHHRDDO~ORH EME LD ILALRE X bNIER &4
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BROPICIEE S TV T2DOTH 5.

5 LIeBMMoRRIL L FMic EEEOEBSHER SN L LOROME L LTiE, Eif
ERRBITON LS, BH#EOHIce—~#&a TEH ckd TR ORRODOERN
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OFE—M - skivEidBbh o T e BEH IS [Abk 1987:439-473]. £inbwp 5
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JH, EBREFDZFDDOANTSAL RALANL 2 ZXADHENWZE TEPOIE> THB SN RITNER B BNT
»H25.

20) %D OB A (vocation, Beruf) &E X 2B EFRHUBERZEAZDOTCTHS.

2 N EEB L ER L OlEP b b X, TO—EOMRE U THERT S ISFEELRTH DY, TOIBIT
TeORBRBEFEES LT OWeEHOZ L [BE 1975 F 1992, KA 1998].
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T 5 Ulesebedmi 2ty & UTH G UL SR E R T Cho e, £ BRI LD N7 T 43¢
OB H RO GTFE~ORIRIT, MBSO R L RRE~DNY T 4 EB OB DM
BL#z—izL Tz,

HRFE S T EBHRT O TRAOEELH > THEL TRD, HETIIcBNTIZIALL

142



31 - S ER Oz I

AKDBBICHFLPSNG Z LAV RIZERNRREES LIPTWenRs, 11k
NB LA RT— AN L HUCERMERICET Y, BIRIET) —HEESRI L. Th
DIBEIEA > KIEA AT —Aic ko THRENSBE, TCIA Y FiSitL-2 s L iFcp
D, MRS Aol b DD, HAED L BN CIIEIE s S S5 R
ZERITFTHL,

BRI NS T BRID E O EE K 0BEEREL L., 1SHROF —<—F 0 FiX
BIOREEEZERAL, <751 CBTEI—R NOREERTS. EtOBTFONE—N
RBREEECHT B EMOREEA L TH O SBILITACBRBELTEL, FBEOLER
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6. JERDFEAE: FHRIIF Y OREEE S FBREYE OB

FBORERBEDORKRIL, BERE AR TIIHESEE LTRSS T, »
Z 2 TADOFEBOMMBILITIRRET S Z L LigoTe. BHFIIBMITOALD L5 HBOREIL,
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7.

143



TUT - TUYAHEHE RS
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5518 % A E I E-S 1) 2 ABRE s ER L Ic D ThH - Te.

ANOEEPNIFNEE LD LR BLOABTBIITHLALRI L THY, ZNPEEORT
R (o) SEROBERICDETIL, HARL-THEERILELNWIH
AANOETEMERIL, EHERCBNTHILLZ X 5 kA2 505, SRIF#EREERLRIZ
EFRHATHHEEFIL, 25 LeyBRELEANRDOTHo . NZEhEFhExbh
BB TE I E2FRNZENERICEDL, TORBEIFERICE > TERNIZELD
HIFLNIEDOTHD. BEROBKN T T AZ T+ AAPMAZBAL L LTS @HEERR L
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BBoRFBOTE Ry N\ —2Z0RERALNZ, U LBIGHEBICR T 2EHEIESER, R
B UTBEMR O b & TEZ > ST E~OMA BT —F T, EE - TH - MBS DOMHE
BiconW kg RE, Cry—F+ (I—R ) EkEE, EALEH, REHERZR L OSHEH
iz & 3 B OFRSKIE D b, BERICK 2 EENLHE - SEXRShikrofeZ L
2, FRPEAR L HARTHEOEHA Y RIEBIFDRERFHUL L THITONEEE5.D

S5 I BN ER LG ICB T 5 RSB EEORERRONE —FT, ZORROAL VR
KRN TIE, HHEHETHB/NELLD T#84L] (divinisation) D38F2 [Tanabe 2000],

24) TEAREHRE - BENBORNcLoAEE 251, MhORERTRIC L EESEe Uil 1997
197] oz &, b Ed LiTFEABORAED LWRERITRR.

25) TOZ ik kKE [2000] <A A—AEEEFICHRIZRLE TS, Ek 18 LAV v HicisiFa/hELH
LR EOBRICOWTIREE [1997] #8 Tz, /MEOEEIITHSER &Iz 5 ME0BRE2E %,
MR FREOERITIRET 2 Z 21Tk b, Eitko THEMEREM G ENS L 5 HFiNke
BN E ZITIZRRET B D CH B, '
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Z LTI DO LAV BT B /37 F VIR MBERF L £ OBILNERTAOREL NS
e by & TEfLAL] (ritualisation) [Bayly 1999] OEMBEH > OREH IS, H
REGEXTHRENH b OB IR L IHEL T 28R L BT LT, NEESEMESDOL X
NMERBNTHE, A2xBR3M;F (v7eaRtR) LOBRIEBOTANIREKRIITLS &
TRHEXBROLNIEDTHole. Thik, HRICEZILZACTEZEMITE > THERKTDITLS
TNy T EBOBLE, BUA - HRMICHIELL, HR BT 5ELOMNESIF LML
DOEfR%E, HBRFAGERICEROHEZBL TEEL LS LT3RAThHoLLNL LD .®
ZHUZEH S PICRBENME OB L OZEE AL DD TH o ds, FRIHENICEZ D RR
RN E DI 2 REET 272D D FETH H o Tz

Fle IS E MR (EEN, N, SHEERN) 20 0 REEEs, H—iemEnE
AN ANRERENOFELRWET, BHRREHEZTI ARSI TEY, HigkFE
T L OBRICBWTHEEBR ISP 2RV S DX, 5 LEREHEKZFHBELT, B
DNBA R TR CHEIERILE 28 & T2 B8P Tz,

ZO XS IGEEA Y REBOWTIE, HAKNTERBWRP ST, BROBMMSHE TS
RERERLRELD, TRNENOARMERD IBRERRIND VAT ABBRM LT, Z
DePTEA DAL > TIEFEERNZIERERT I ESEREPERINTWELENL S
755,

7. FEHCCH OREEHE

PR IZBNTHR RO A Ehi4 &35 AR, TR IR U CidvERk
RLERICEEREZ D, HRITEROTBAEMEI & o TRFRITIE 5 ZHE & IR OX &R &
7Y, BRIZEEERICPTTRHRZRD 2. AEORREZRT, WRIZE S iThEttRo
PEDXEIDE Y FRHALIZN 2D, Thid, BEFREROBCHROBETHY, FERITH
etk - EREHE - SEEEHOA X — VeI EERMAE R RICRE LIGBRTOhoTe. THLTFE
BRI X 2B ORM R E R AROEBR TR T, ARERIZZOMENERLERL, £k
191#Ic T S EAFRNEL B OP TH b 2R D SHUL LIERILDOHEA FE IR Rl & 7R
T Litid.

191, PEERSCHE & o o RICHASE RIS & W 5 Tt iake IBRR o b CHEEN TRE

26) fe & ZIGEHF Y v iz WCiL, Mg 3 A O, KD+ Vo — ho Z ottt R3E
BB % 74 EPbEZ LR DOTHS L HEFINESMFIEIL SN, ZZRBNTHLORS %
HORDRZRLTZ L ZFBROBMOEETH B LW SHIPFIEN 2EST 25250, HOIZHISLR
BIZBRELODOELOEBAZRETIEIREY, EFLTHLORBY 2RO LRI SNZOTHo
[Tanabe 2000].
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TUT - T7YVAHMBHAEE LS

BEMERoTBETH D, 19 L v 5 EMIAEERE, S - AR ZIREREICIREEL,
FERNEEEZ O LhECRELTEBELAAL LS L LERRTHocEWnZ 2 hb L
N, SEHBEESHE L T e AR L JEA BB O Y, PEENREL VWO
RitfzEo ikt EhdbInd 2 s, Zhitk->TA Y FRODAPBH LWIE D
HEWSA AU BREETHDOTHS.

TR S AL SN B 19 BRITN e - TiE, FRNEESXE T S HEERER
Y, FH - BILOEEZERNR LV TRE 5 &4 3RS IR B I
FTHRRMBPEENE, T 5 LkiRiZ, it > e it b L 2 ERER L Bk Lz
AL OMEBROBHTH D L REZ L TEDR, Eftf 2 FicRiF 2 8EMuix &
VAR - EBNRDOT, 2 O0MFEBAHHONR N TOW LeDid, i3V R
RITR U 2 X EE /WX llE OBUGRIRINEY: /SO B IcERE D ShicHE )1 =&
BIZHKT D LTABRENLE VR LS. R Y NizBWT, EEZERIBITISXLVD
S B ITHUE L e AR ERME F 28 2 ERTBOERICB W GER L. i, EirtRicidntid,
SV —BONRTEALL BIIESETT D I iR, ZhiZECEHR LR & OBIR
EBWTEHAZ XD, Ll AHSHNEHIESRERE BN TECORRAMESITZ
B3 &5 FERINEADIRNT A F o F 4 T4 BRERET D Z Lithkol. Z5LTEHR
DFFIZBNTD, HE2XOFBICBNTD, FERWHEEDOEBRIIZLED, »2bViC TRE
OWIL] &V S HBRRERLEO A A DBREVE DB LIZR-TeDTHoTk.

HBEAARRBNTE, REZHLE TIRFNEZRRFSIARFHEEZER EERADSN
B%C, —InRhREMEIEAER SIS, ERITEITIAMAD BES B3 5A ST, HEABERAS
BZolk., THHMAHKITE - Th e b SHCBBRIMTHED B ADOAFHRICB N THRKNICEE
SN ZLBRTEVR LS. ZUTEFMERGIELT S H T, ABOHEITKE< A, 2
REHDE L REOLEFFRA~OBEIIFRT S L3t o, MicSxid, BALHR
sz bid, EBROBILOBITORLRD, AADOEDOEWREEBIES & OBEGIZE
WTHREET 2 Z & Tl B> TWiDTH 3.

BRVABUFIC & 2 RMERFEOBEAR, EiiCER L THWRONZERMEEZ LV 0o
Z5#DBEDTH oI, EHALCENTT CIRERZHIZ X 2 4HE0EMMBREA
TRY, ENOBEMORDIEMBLTIHBHREOHELL Tk, HBERIC LS HR
EHEN R FBNEEOREIIH SN E SIZEE ok, BROEDMER, BLPNE
T5HREEZ L TERZORBRBICENZERSEDI LV ) RSN ES L ERERORE
KXo TRLNIEDTHoTe. T LIIRIT T, FHEMVGEEILAHEER bR S hizidn»
VA, MERCBITAEAORESE LTHIEMLEIRP o, TIIRBVWGERARIZERE
BEodp L, AROSMEBEHICE IS FRNERZ, HREBOLODRFETIZ LKLk
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HZ : HEEROTHIT
DThoTz.

8. HFIEmMEORE : RBHRZ2EEOW S ICHERS &

B THBME] (re-enchantment) DORFREWPILTND [eg. Maffesoli 1996: 28], H#HF
SIZ BN THMATAL = RAL PR IERNICEA TH L LE U LN THERRITKR D 2417,
AN&iL T5EER) RIEICHEUCEXZBEBRDTND X5 RAZT LS, 21 HIEIZREOR
RTHDELIELENDIS &5, BEZ, XY RT ALEO P CREN R ME & ik
EVWHPRNBESTDINENS L THS.

19 e 5 20 AT E E TOMRY R T AL, BRER (L EA) BFRERAEMEICE
SLBUE - REVLEREBZRFEL, RSN cHRICBT2HKkE BREEEHEOS
Db LICKE-FIHTEILICE- T, MENEREZMELCL ZARBILL TV, TUT-
77 U HFEEOMEIT, BERSPRERLCGEREEEOFHEEZZIET N TORAPRAL LS
ELEbOD, ZREFERMNEEON R 70T« 7T EENICHER L TR - #]RL L5
T 5% TARSHERML] OBBICHRLRIPoT, 5 LIRROITEFREE Y 15,
AHEMOFHEOD & TEIF BN TEFE - MMNR D OXFHMEN S KENEE > T 5.

LrLhss, #HR /R e Vo lARERN B LRiRE L5 2T, BELHTML
£5LT2z i MEMMEBMAZERLICRREL LS L35 ZLiRbRV. KRTH
LT&iekdiz, £b2biatt - mRiCBITF L HMILOBERIT, ZoHEBNTEEXIS%2E
RO R 2D MiE & OBBEICINT, WHAEZSRKREES LS THILNTEIOR
WS FEERNREICE X D TedicE sk TEZoRaMNEE] iKisird MERO%EE] T
WERL TWDOTHolk., FIIXBWTIE MEROIL) L5 FHMFEEL ROk
OBRBLEIFHRTHOIDOLNS5 X0, BREGAHEKFNRBERICH-TZIZTTHD.
LaUER, BRSCHATE, AMEBRICBT2BEOMEOMEIC X - T, Bif - REEEIIC
B3 PEOBEE~OBELMERZ DS L, ETcMBRMEEESZIT A Y FO X5 REHILB
WTh, REAOHEIT, HRNNRELWESCRELRE~ORET ATV 7 4 T4 L0
BRI DIBEShRb Lok, 25 LIRRROBRMT, 7V7 - 77V h#ERIBIT
ZERBOFMOTEL, FHERVEEZBVETZILTHS LD, KK - RitpEEL
AL IZESSFBE N SANY RARBY B L TH S, £ 5 LB EoFENZELLS
REMTRLNDI VDY I FH IS THS.

BEORKRA CHBEROZ, MRFREFBEEEEFROLLLBIVEELVOPLV oK
5B SRR ESH TR EHT I Z & i3k, B/ FEE W5 - HEEk2ER
RRMICIBNTD 5 —ERVBI D TOOHREEMITHERTH L THS. £hiZECLHE
ReBEFOBBREBEMVWET I L, 2L THBBRORBIME (TA47 7471 DBIARI D
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TUT - T Y AHERE LS

R EZTOTERL, BHOBBRICHERN TN ZEPbED ORI ETHE5. #
HIRDREUSH A TN ENER OF i CH BRI EICHE T ONWTW L BIETH D T & AL
KRS L &, fF LR LMBOBRIIH T 7V LaBsh, bhbhOFEER
RIFREDOERRKIZZ OAROMES LIEAZIMY K Z L3 RRIZR 525 LR,

9.8 b 0 L

FEITZ S D HOCEHROBKS OEBEENRGHE L BT 57D DL EEL UTHR
BRLTEESODITTTHY, ZNEHHERS [TAF 7+ 74 OBUE] ORCEHL
A B DIXFEDB/MEIZIE,H R DRV, BOHEROMESZNYETDITIL, BHLOFELE
MERD & MG L OBRIZBIIZ —EORATRIRBE S LT 5HFERNBREIETH
EHThB.

5 LEEHEERNBER, LVREUIGERERIZBWTELbhE X5, HitADEMO
MRICRILEIN D RE DO TR, L LAXHSEDT VA > DT, Bt ihE
L HWNFBNRMEEZ EO LS IKAET I NENPLVWSBEIGET 50 TH S,

ERFIER, ZORBIZONTO—DOTFA L ERETDISOTHY, TIIIEAERIOH
WEADEBPLHZRL, bV ICFRNEECEBRITIZLiRLoTRILL TS, 25
LieHIgEE, FEMEEOMNRIDHR - AhkoTar 57 CREEROMHER) M itnE&HEF:
BHROBBICFEELODTBRY, HEETIZ LN TEE.

LAL, 95 URERRES (TR 2ERIE) &80T IERENIKD Y 2517
k51754, HAZ, ROBREEZSDZLOTEXAHRMER L CHY A7 A AET
DZHERDHB. FLRBNTERWEINTWEDIL, bivbhhidniie 3 EERINE 2R
», BOEHREHFS & OBEREVPIBRLES LT30REN5ZLTHSD. ZOHLY
XHAFFAL L DledDe v M, bitbiIFHESCHOESRICRBI) 5 AR OFET D /R Y
T avORIZBERL LD EBRATEEDITTHS.

A RREIC B TIRMFBE O ROER Z2E U lER & AR, SitRENICiZS A
VR AT — AR EFRHICH S L R A BT DB OFENEE S ER Lz, RS
BN TR AR S R L L CTHBST S Z LRNTES RS 5. FERNRHAPDR
Ezhiz, BROTLLOHEARBNT, ZOMIAEZIHEEVPRIMFENS 2008
WORBICEZ L5 L LI BREEHSHRELZHRThoTz. BUAREORRBIZE LS T,
RO HTIESTIMS, R, B, Ha G5, MRz L L oBRIZBN TR
BEEINTWLDITTHEM, ZHIEKREZ510 L U THIEHE S - ER~EWEE L

27) TN DOBZEZDZEDORA han =7 LVOFRETH D,
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7L » OLHEANBRERITFEL THIDOTHS.
ﬁmkaxmﬂﬁ-ﬁﬁm,%%@k:éﬁﬁﬁmﬁw%ﬁmamzﬁéckmiof,%
H1 L BREZFRNEEOFEICE L S, KiEREEERN EEWRRIZ U, FERWERRIT AR
EESNHLLEORETIIH VIRTRPo b TH DM, TTFEHIRIC & - CH iR
fHEISFERARD S DITEZERP ST Z EFERTH A 5. TOK, AFEORHEOMFHN
BRI RSO T, B OXHPEAREBREEhRbDLTHLIALITE
BRERLOPD LY, 42 FZBOWTRS K ETHALEOREL LT, BEROT
D OBERORBEPTER SR TcDTH Y, FHRHTEL R T2 OIS ERILEh
iz, BECRBONTOEZLEHL L THARIBIWTWS, FaRe BASS 5 —EA
MFEORANZRMEIL HRE- T, FERNEE—DBOERFEEZREL, BSOXHATY
A EFRETIEOOBHERTETNE, F0OLERIRELEZIEZA Y FXHEPLZURE
TREZLEFENEEDNDE.®

bhbhiz > TOHERKZRFEL, TRAROT ThbUIW I ICAETERREZE R
LI DZENTEZONENIZLTHSH. Y REDREFREORERL, THREHER
KHROBHESHRRS, TORFTEIEBHL THZ L 2T L, [Z0HFT,
R ENMRA~DBEZ 523, TREEZHFBMICED TH AR EERT 2] dOTR
{TiEAbRwy [HR 1992: 61-62]. 2% v Btttk &k, FEHMEE SEEEENL, Z
DELLEDMRARAED (4, ZZ] TARIKT S L5 REGDRZA NVOERIDID
NERDLENTNEDOTHS.

I biEgibistEteth T, TNEESEICH L CoEZEHMLER (FUEABRIGETT
E2L572b0) &, HIFHICBOTARE ABBRHE TS HTIEILHTEL ORI EDE
MEWIRE LS RERPRINENTNES S, 25 LIeEDRNT, RledEKREE
PRHDOITEREDIL, bhbhitl s THBZLIBRDREROE, HELHREE DX
DESTIVEBRLCBEREBSCOOLEEE (CNIHEFRCBOTRDIEPKERSH
TNBDTHAHHH, Ebiz Bl &V 525600 2FEET) TIRVWAEEZDLNRD, A
FOCHBIZBNTER SN, £ 5 LEAYGIRBREOMAO D OBFFED I, bhvb

28) Aid, HAKEY OREIZETRE, ¥ FXHERRPLBEAICNE S IR BRI BRI 2t b
HHLIEENWSNBERE->TNWS, Rk [1967] ©X 51, BEE I —u v B TshiEE» S
ERHL~DBEERBERR LI NS NIBLITRRD L ZA5ThHD. o TTiHoERERE) [1967] 13,
Lk [1998] 25T 3 X 5 IKHRNRESRERICRoTNBE L WhEBZ LR, —F, 4 FRohED
YEHZEIGL X5 245 b, 20 IAHiciichi) EEEEZBRFALCHY, HRBIRBVWTHED
BEERFHOOMBORER L P IhboXXHOERMIZIE, +aRERSHAbhThWaNnE 5 itBbh
., ZIRDDODEROLZ S, BERIbE LTI —uy X AR L ZOMOFETHHE O ZHERRRR
TIRRP5 5D,

29) MU, FiRE I FZEmBEHRICBO TR [1992:45] LR 5.
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