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Takashi TAKEBE : A Transition of Regional Differences among Agricultural Areas
and Its Causes in Recent Years The purpose of this paper is to compare regional
differences in the first half of the 1980s and at the present among agricultural areas in Japan. The
regional differences among agricultural areas stem from characteristics of regional farmland lease
markets, constrained by the access condition of farmers to urban areas and its labor markets and
the farming conditions of farmland, that is especially size, shape, and consolidation development.

In the second paragraph, we classify agricultural areas in the first half of the 1980s into seven
types according to characteristics of its regional farmland lease market, and find out special
features of each type. In the third paragraph, we classify the present agricultural areas into eight
types by the similar manner. Finally, in the fourth paragraph,-we make comparison between the

‘two periods. And the factors which cause a transition of the regional differences are also
investigated.
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