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A study on morphological characteristics of Nishimura Kahei’'s Rengeji Lanterns and its changes
in Nishigoshu Rengeji Lanterns

A AT A FHE T

Chiho OCHIAI Shuwei YANG

Abstract: Stone lanterns were introduced to Japan along with Buddhism and began to be installed in temples first; then, it was
incorporated into tea gardens and gardens of ordinary households since the early modern period. This study, with the comparison among
Rengeji lanterns made in Nishigoshu (Minamikomatsu district, Otsu City, Shiga Prefecture) centering Kahei Nishimura’s work and
other regions to clarify the characteristics of the Nishigoshu Rengeji Lanterns. The purpose is to capture the morphological changes of
the Rengeji lanterns, focusing on the work of Kahei Nishimura, who was called a master craftsman. As a result, the characteristics of
the Kahei Nishimura and also Nishigoshu Rengeji Lantern have seven parts, and each part has a highly unique shape and pattern. Also,
its elaborate carving and several details showed a high degree of decorativeness and originality of the Nishigoshu Rengeji Lanterns. In
addition, as a result of examining the stages in which the form of the Nishigoshu Rengeji Lantern was fixed to its current form, it can be

said that the form of the lantern changed from linear to curved and from simple to complex.

Keywords: Stone lantern, garden stone lantern, Japanese house garden, Rengeji lantern
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