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Understanding the Concept of Jikaku (Self-Consciousness)
Ontologically:
Reconstruction based on Shizuteru Ueda’s Concept of Jikaku

NAKAMURA Ikuko

We use the word jikaku (self-consciousness) without inquiring into its meaning. It is usually
used to mean self-consciousness and self-reflection: “Have self-consciousness. Reflect on
yourself!” In these phrases, jikaku just forms a part of the message. With its transmission,
Jikaku is considered to have been done. It is closed between a messenger and a receiver. We are
not moved by such jikaku in name only. However, from Shizuteru Ueda’s concept, we can
clarify that jikaku is a concept related to a fundamental construction of human existence. Jikaku
is not mere self-consciousness and self-reflection but exactly movements and functions related
to basho( the place) and 1. Basho is twofold: world/ “empty void,” and besides, we cannot see it
ourselves. [ am equal to the whole movement: I deny to myself that I persist and become the ego,
and later I am born as self again. The beginning of jikaku is kaku, a kind of awareness by a
shock coming from an infinite outside. The quality of kaku affects the state of jikaku. With kaku,
we deny ourselves. Moreover, we are opened to openness, the “infinite expanse,” and we are
reflected exactly in it. We are moved. There are two states of jikaku: one we generally call
Jjikaku, and the other is self-consciousness opening to openness in its true meaning. Both
Jjikakus have “continuity of absolute discontinuity.” In pedagogy, understanding the concept of
Jikaku ontologically can reconstruct its meaning beyond just the message. So the concept of

Jikaku can be dynamically revived.
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