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It has long been believed that a M6.1 earthquake occurred on November 14, 1831 in Saga, southwest
Japan. The event relies on a single entry from note of “Tenpo Zakki,” which is a collection of miscellaneous
notes between 1831 and 1844. Here we propose that the location for the earthquake is likely misinterpreted.
Reexamination of the note shows that the earthquake occurred on November 13, 1831, as was recognized in
1919. The original location was thought to be in Saga because according to the note the earthquake was
reported from “Hizen-no-kami” (lord of Saga). Analyses of the time it took for the news to reach Edo (Tokyo)
show that the location of the earthquake is possibly not Saga, but Aizu, in northeast Japan. The note of “Tenpo
Zakki” shows that the information of the event reached Edo in 5 days. However, it was impossible to deliver a
letter from Saga to Edo in 5 days at that time. No description on the earthquake was found in diaries written
around Saga. “Tenpo Zakki” might have mistaken “Higo-no-kami” (lord of Aizu) for “Hizen-no-kami.” This re-

sult contributes to improvement of the list of historical earthquakes for Japan.
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TIZI8 H o722 &l 5.

EADIEHIZONT b, (& ITHM O BHZED
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REEZO®E (Be) bErore. LAke kBko
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Table 1. List of diaries in Saga examined for 1831 earthquake.
Name Collection (owner) Recorder Recorded place
(reference number)
A FAEe B TiHh T
(48 022-163) .
rawel [ 55 5% S | s TN
B (48 022-164) (8 ) SR R ORI /N %
C Hj(j{ﬁf&igﬁéos il BT SR Not available
D [FHnH R
(& 022-2) (B &Gk frkcE Fr FVLER/ N
E K e S e e v (e U537 [ £ " FrEyAefhE
(& 022-3)
[ K SR s [ A8 5 2 R A B b
r (S KA7) ATy ks ORI

2, ASPOFETEZONL EEZTI v, FEIE, %
B HEOR D, SHoEFR THEDERE 2T L -
722 EF42HTHERIZEBYTHL. LM LGAs,
1831 FEOBEDOER THENDH 572, H 5 IZZEDIER
iR L ORI,

—H T, 4.2 i TNz 1835 E DI ) LD HERE
WZdh7zoTiE, MEIEAGE] TREE AL AHAEFF R (h
IEAAEZERED ] (2SN DT DM 2 505 & 20T
NOJETONEDPRLFE STV D [ A7 X #E
(2003)]. ZORIT D%, WOBHEROREIF & LT, F
DAE (1828 4F, LH——4F) OFK 12> Tt Tw
LIEGH D B, b L 1831 F I THUED D V) R
OAHEPHE L7272 51, ZoEICOVWTY 1835 4F 0
KEDRTFT O Tl & L Cs D0 HKRTH 5.
INDEIN TRV &G 1831 FICEE THIENFE
AL TR Wi EEZ ZHT 5.

142 EBEBTOHRE

REZAEORE W T CErNz AR E LT, R
MEAICFE SN TV D [HEZCE S (8 R X
5 (1980)] @ [ARE] (Ut A &3 %), TARE] (U#EB
E35), [CREEREEMR) HRt] (UEC &3 5), [MXE
fEPTR (B IR A2 #EAE (1985)] @ [FInHFL] (L&D
L35), [AzHERAFhHE] DHREET3), BX
oY, R R TR o [ A e sEE] (MR F &9
%) OEFH6 HEFN WIN O EEMEAD 5 1k
TTOHRFELDFL VDL EHESNS. L2L, 2
NSOTRNZIE, 18314E 11 A 13 H, & 5 W IdZ OHiH

s — R B

20 R X sy T IR X SO - ek -
HfE 57— & X— 2 | (http://www.sagalibdb.jp/komonjo/php/
menu.php) CHREIFETH .
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AL 2B 6 MO HREOME L Table 1 1I2F &, D
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FESE 261, 183144 A5 H (RIFZHEZAZ=H)
OHEZ & 100 ML DS [HAR O B 52 UpHa #5452
][R (2002)] RSN TW 5.

Lo ryizzhs 6 oI, BIOEHHIZE
HEL7ZWODPOMENLEINTNE. ZNENDR
$FEL, MBI 52 TR, FRUCh
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Hotz (28). A ARME LR 48] RS
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g w7z X AT, IEAI 30 4ERR T2 4EARF ] T17H
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FET DI, BRAREDERATHMNIIEL b, 72
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