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SUN YIRANG'S MOZI HOUYU AND ITS VIEWS OF ARGUMENTS
BETWEEN CONFUCIANS AND MOHISTS

ONO Yasunori

This article examines Sun Yirang's (f##ifi) Mozi Houyu (S:7-%5E) and its
historical significance with a special focus on Sun Yirang s views on the arguments
between Confucians and Mohists.

Sun Yirang's Mozi Jiangu (ZT-[35) is famous as the most influential text of
Mobohist study, and Moz: Houyu was an appendix to it.

In Mozi Houyu, Sun gathered various historical materials about the Mohists
from the Chinese classics and commented on them. Researchers have regarded it
only as a biographical study of Mohists, and there has been little study exploring
Sun’s motives in writing Mozi Houyu.

Regarding existing studies, this article argues that Moz: Houyu actually dis-
plays Sun Yirang’s political thought, and his special emphasis on how important
correct understanding of arguments between Confucians and Mohists is.

Sun criticized two interpretations of the relationship between Confucians and
Mohists during Qing dynasty in detail in Mozi Houyu.

The first interpretation considered the arguments between Confucians and
Mohists as only due to conflicts among the disciples of the two schools, and empha-
sized the fundamental affinity of Mohist and Confucian thought. This was sug-
gested by Bi Yuan (¥:3£) and Sun Xingyan (FR2%7).

The second was an interpretation suggested by Wang Zhong (i£H'), empha-
sizing the originality of Mohist theories and regarding the arguments between
Confucians and Mohists as not actually conflicts between orthodoxy and heterodoxy
but in fact merely conflicts among various schools.

On the contrary, Sun Yirang, by analysing the Mohist's biographical informa-
tion, claimed that the aforementioned scholars actually failed to understand the true
nature of the arguments between Confucians and Mohists, and the lack of this
understanding then caused a critical problem for the contemporary late Qing aca-
demic world.

Moreover, this article attempts to demonstrate that Sun Yirang strove to
investigate the philosophical question of what is right and wrong (J£3F) by analyz-
ing the arguments between Confucians and Mohists and the fact that such ques-
tions were an important concern of many late Qing scholars.



