AL RIA L RIS D 07 1w B 25

@{iﬁﬁw‘--U%%%{témf:ﬁi}%ﬁ%%%%

BAG S5 ZEDEFRIT OV T
PN

M=

Research in the humanities and social sciences that aims to improve unjust situations such as
sexism and racism in research environments often advocates "prioritizing the experiences of
marginalized positions" as its methodological guideline, with Feminist Standpoint Theory (FSP)
cited as its theoretical foundation. However, while this methodological requirement is considered
a central claim in FSP discussions, its significance within the theory has not been clearly
articulated. This paper examines how this methodological requirement is positioned in relation to
the various theses of FSP.

This paper first organizes recent debates surrounding FSP, confirming that these debates
primarily focus on the epistemic justification of what is called the "inversion thesis." It then
points out that recent FSP has accepted the inversion thesis claim in connection with empiricism
in an excessively weakened manner. As the author's argument, I discuss the problems inherent in
the recent trend toward "minimalization" of the inversion thesis. Specifically, the
"methodological imperative" of "beginning inquiry from marginalized positions," which can be
considered the core of FSP, finds its positioning left in suspension under the minimalization of
the inversion thesis. I argue that the minimalization of the inversion thesis significantly weakens
the methodological imperative or may even conflict with it, and demonstrate the epistemic harms
that arise as a result.

Finally, as a way to resolve these problems, I propose the necessity of distinguishing between

the concept of epistemic privilege and the concept of epistemic advantage. This is an attempt to
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understand epistemic privilege as "the starting point of inquiry as awareness of oppression." 1
then show that the methodological imperative is not merely a consequence of the inversion thesis,
but rather that critical analysis based on the former provides the grounds for making the latter a
persuasive claim within existing oppressive value frameworks. What becomes important in this

context is the aspect of the methodological imperative as "empowerment" for epistemic subjects.
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BEALHED B ZGwm L CND IR DD D,
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ELTWDIZED 0L FSP BIAAY, BEfFO O MEH LB 2 3228127095 CRIET
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ENEDINEEI HDNNTKT DT R0 E . BLOEBILOE R ZE D THD, FilxiE, A&
)RR EE | LWV ST HIAZIZHY DO | ZIEND A& ORRBRITIZ R THD, LnL, FRE
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L Th-o7-(Harding 1992), iz, FSP |IHFED T 1Y =7 MZ & THIGH I R DS R BN M & %%
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42 REBET—ELAERNEFBLEOBERERETD
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ZU I AL R T%AO)?E?%%:H?M” EENRVNETHD, TOX., B _OFEEZTLHEE, F—0
FRE RN IAES T 20D TH D,

RET—ELAEROEREORER
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LB Z L T USRI E L AF LW L ORI SRR S AL CLE 5T D | (Friesen & Goldstein 2022,
670) . BIZIE, thEHISHE ., A EFRREDY, BHSELIEORIEHORWETERED, JRCEELED
IAEZ TP TEETHLHEBEDRIRL TOD5E 2 OMIEC TR, MR FOBFADOY =L —
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