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Summary

Arctic Warming
— Scientific approach, field work and people in the Arctic —

Hiroyuki Enomoto

Arctic Environment Research Center, National Institute of Polar Research

Arctic climate is experiencing rapid change with sea ice reduction, glacier and ice sheet melting. Sea ice area in
the Arctic was recorded its minimum since the satellite observation started. Although accelerating climatic change
was a strong concern, northern shipping route became real with reduce sea ice condition. Japanese scientist has
started ne Arctic research project for Arctic climate research to investigate mechanisms of Arctic warming and
future prediction. Many field scientists have start visiting Arctic region and brought back the field data to improve
knowledge and future climate predictions. The Arctic countries are expecting Japanese contribution as a new
member of Arctic Council observer country. We are investigating appropriate way to keep scientific activities and
good relationships with Arctic countries and Arctic people.
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