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mother or grandmother.

Although it is very difficult to grasp illiterate people’s mentality from historical
sources, the findings reported in this study have implications for the study of the
nature of Chinese popular religion. The author believes that the word “incense”
(xiang) sums up the essence of Chinese popular religion. By means of the smoke
rising from incense, Chinese people may have conducted a dialogue with the de-
parted and also commemorated them.

A Reconstruction of the System of Official Seals Bestowed
on Neighboring Peoples during the Wei and Jin Dynasties with Some Notes
on the Official Seals Mentioned in the So- Called Gishi Wajinden

by
AKRIYAMA Shingo

The three seals mentioned in the section of the Weishu £ that is known as
the Gishi Wajinden 347515 AM% in Japan, i.e. 1) the Seal of the King of Wo who is
Friendly to Wei B1ZE{E T, 2) the Seal of the Leader of the Court Gentleman
who Leads for the Good 22 HHLIFE, 3) and the Seal of the Commandant who
Leads for the Good ZEEAFTEN are the core elements of the passage concerned
with Wo % (Jp. Wa) becoming a guardian state ¥ B of Wei 1. However, the
meaning of the bestowal of these seals, what they mean in terms of Wei's evalua-
tion of Wo, is a matter of scholarly debate. This is due to the fact that arguments
have proceeded without sufficiently clarifying the critical issue of the Wei policy to-
ward neighboring peoples. In order to grasp this policy in its entirety, Oba Osa-
mu's Shingi wad (The King of Wa who was Friendly with Wei), published by
Gakuseisha in 1971, provides an early example of an effective methodology for
compiling and organizing the newly excavated official seals for neighboring peoples
bestowed by the Wei and Jin % dynasties and comparing them with written sour-
ces. In Oba’s day there were only six newly excavated Wei and Jin seals extant,
but as of 2008 there were over 40. In addition, during that span a number of ex-
cellent works on official seals have been published in China. This study includes a
comprehensive compilation of such examples and re-examines the written sources,
thereby succeeding in a re-construction of the policy of the Wei and Jin gov-
ernments to bestow official seals on foreign peoples. As a result of this study it is
clear that the system of bestowal of official seals was composed of three ranks,
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which are in descending order of prestige, the Guowang yin [E T E[l, a seal
awarded to kings, the Guiyi yin /& #8Fll, a seal for princes and nobles, and the
Shuaishan yin #3FE{], a seal for those of lesser status. Therefore the Seal of the
King of Wo who is Friendly to Wei was of the first rank and the seals of the
Leader of the Court Gentlemen who Leads for the Good and that the Comman-
dant were of the third.

In the northeast Asian region, the period in which Wo (Wa) appears in Gishi
Wajinden is the period of the destruction of the Gongsun 2% $% lineage and the sub-
sequent expansion of Wei to the northeast. I have demonstrated that the bestowal
of the Seal of the Leader of the Court Gentlemen who Leads for the Good and the
Seal of the Commandant #(£R)E who Leads for the Good in Three Han =# and
Wo during such a period were extraordinary examples of such official seals.

The Terms Yi and Yidafu in the Baoshan Chu Bamboo Strips
by
TsucHIGUCHI Fuminori

The Chu dynasty bamboo strips from Baoshan ‘@ 1l are extraordinarily rare
primary source materials revealing the Chu administrative system during the War-
ring States period. This study focuses on the units of local government found
therein, examining the terms yi & and yidafu &K in particular. The majority of
scholars in most research have understood y: as roughly the equivalent of xian &,
usually translated as district. Thus, yidafu has been thought to refer to the highest
official in the district, i.e., district magistrate, however, the theory that yidafu was
simply an appellation for officials in general is also worthy of consideration.

In order to test this second view, I have analyzed the cases in which the word
yi appears in the Chu Baoshan strips. As a result of this analysis, I have clarified
that the fact that the term yidafu never appears in tandem with a personal name
and that the offices such as dayi XK' and yisima & 7 5 invariably appear com-
bined with a personal name. Thus, one can see that yidafu was not an official title
that was used to specify a particular individual. In the Chu bamboo strips yidafu is
used ambiguously to designate dayi and various offices that included the word yi,
or to specify those offices collectively, but when it was necessary to designate a
specific individual, the titles day: and yisima were employed. This indicates in con-
clusion that yidafu cannot be understood as the senior official of the jurisdiction yi.
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