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Kitanomandokoro: A Study of Noblewomen in Medieval Society
by
KANAI Shizuka

Kitanomandokoro (JLE) was the title given to wives of regents (sesskd
JEF) and chancellors (kanpaku BE). Previous Studies have pointed out
that kitanomandokoro played key roles in their husbands’ households (ie ).
In this paper, the author approaches the medieval kitanomandokoro from
different perspectives. Almost no serious studies have yet been undertaken
on the kitanomandokoro from the end of the Heian period to the Muromachi
period. Filling that historical blank and increasing the number of studies on
medieval noblewomen are also purposes of this paper.

Women who could have court ranks in medieval noble society were
consorts of emperors, court ladies, wives of courtiers, and so on. Medieval
emperors conferred court ranks on them at the omna-joi (L AL), an
investiture for women, and on other opportunities. From the mid-Heian to
the mid-Kamakura period, lawful wives of regents and chancellors (sekkan
) had been granted ranks as kenjo (BhE), a reward for service to an
emperor’s family. A wife of the sekkan served the imperial family indirectly
and could be the recipient of kenjo when her husband did them a service
that merited it. From the middle of the mid-Kamakura period, however, the
kitanomandokoro were able to receive at least the Junior Grade of the Third
Court Rank (usanmi $¢=4L) simply for being the wife of the sekkan. This
indicates that emperors, ex-emperors and court nobles recognized
kitanomandokoro as a title worthy of such rank.

A kitanomandokoro was able to have her own household management
organization. In the mid-and-late-Heian period, setting up such an
organization was not necessarily related to her acquisition of court rank,
although her husband’ s assumption of office as sekken provided the
opportunity to begin her mandokoro (B(Ff), an administrative headquarters
for household management. After jusgnmi rank became one of the
characteristics of a kifanomandokoro, the rank became associated with
appointment of her keishi (5R%]), who were the main staff of the mandokoro.
At her mandokoro-hajime (BXFiR), a ceremony marking the beginning of
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household management organization, a kuroudodokoro (i A FF) and
samuraidokoro (f£FT) were established with the mandokors. Most of the
staffing in these offices was occupied by those who served her husband, but
this fact does not mean her household management organization existed only
for her husband’s fe. The author thinks the organization also operated for
other noble groups because she played her own role in noble society.

In the early-and-mid-Kamakura period, the marriage style for the sons of
the sekkan was changing from mukotorikon (JFIUES) to yometorikon (X
W8). Mukotorikon was the style in which a bridegroom started his marriage
by visiting the bride’s dwelling, and yometorikon style in which a bride came
to the bridegroom’s house on their wedding day. From the mid-Kamakura
period, the procedures for a yometorikon wedding were arranged by sekkan
families. Yometorikon weddings gave the bride of the son of a sekkan a
strong possibility of becoming kitanomandokoro, because she could lead a
settled life in a sekkan family’s residence from the beginning of marriage. In_
the late-Kamamura period, the ex-emperor Kameyama married his two
daughters to the sons of sekkan. That means Fkitanomandokoro was
considered a suitable title for imperial princesses. In the Muromachi period,
wives of sekkan who married in formal wedding ceremonies could be called
kitanomandokoro. In the same period, however, some sons of sekkan did not
go through the due formalities of a wedding to marry daughters of dainagon
(KM E) and chinagon (FFME) , who were both court nobles of lower
status compared to the fathers of many of the previous kifanomandokoro.
Those daughters who became actual wives of sekken without official
ceremonies were not necessarily called kitanomandokoro, even if they
performed the task as wives in the Ze. The presence of this new type of wife
of sekkan made the concept of kitanomandokore ambiguous.

This paper as a whole makes it clear that medieval kitenomandokoro had
the significance not only in the fe of a sekkan but also in noble society, which
was constituted of courtiers ministrant to the emperors.
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