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The Reception of A Record of Ten Days in Yangzhou
During Late Qing Dynasty and Early Republican China

by
YIN Minzhi

On the 25" day of the fourth month of the Shunzhi reign (1645), after the
fall of Yangzhou i1, the Qing army began to massacre the soldiers and
civilians in the city, and the slaughter lasted until May 5. This incident,
known as Ten Days in Yangzhou #1 H, was a famous tragedy of the
Ming-Qing transition. Wang Xiuchu £ %%, who wrote A Record of Ten
Days in Yangzhou ¥M -+ H7E, and his family were caught up in the siege,
and only three of them survived. Less than 7000 characters, this book was
secretly handed down in the form of handwritten copies for over 100 years,
so the scope of its circulation was limited. However, because of its extremely
provocative content, A Record of Ten Days in Yangzhou was banned in 1780
by the Qianlong ¥ZF% emperor.

With the end of the book prohibition movement of the Qianlong era,
handwritten copies of A Record of Ten Days in Yangzhou first reappeared in
the Jiangnan area. During the Daoguang i J% (1821-1850) era, it was
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published in a wooden-type edition, compiled as a part of book series titled
Mingji Baishi WZ=M ¥ and Jingtuo Yishi WiBE# . After 1887, the Tushu
Jicheng Yinshuju KIZEHREIER, located in Shanghai’s foreign concession_ L
RS, republished a large number of a stereotype edition of A Record of
Ten Days in Yangzhou, which was based on the Daoguang edition. As a
result, the book became easily accessible to the general public. Around 1903,
Chinese students in Japan used A Record of Ten Days in Yangzhou to
promote the national revolution. At the same time, Anti-Manchuism,
represented by the ideology of taking revenge down to the ninth generation
Jul S was also popularized by Chinese students in Japan through the
versions in Luchen Congshu Féik#E and the Chinese Vernacular Journal
FEH 53 published in Shanghai. After the Revolution in 1911 ¥ ¥4y, the
popularity of A Record of Ten Days in Yangzhou declined, but reemerged in
the late 1930s amidst the Sino-Japanese conflict. The transmission and
reception history of A Record of Tem Days in Yangzhou reflects the
conditions of each era.
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