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The Korean Problems and International Politics in the
1880s: the Road Leading to the Sino-Japanese War

by
Hidenao Takahashi

With the Sino-Japanese War, Japan got a foothold on the Asia continent
and the imperialist states began to divide up the Far East. It is commonly
accepted that this Sino-Japanese War and the following division was
unavoidable under the circumstances of the Korean problems from the
middle of the 1880s; the Japanese government had decided to come into
armed conflict with the Qing court and the great Powers’ pressure on
the Far East had been intensified. In this article, we attempted to
reconsider this common view by examining the course of the Korean
problems in the first half of the 1880s; from after the Jingo Incident T
£3E7E, through the outbreak of the Koshin Incident FEEZ5EZE and the
Tien-tsin treaty K4, to the Eight Article Korean Doctorine #ifiEfp
8 # 4= following the Port Hamilton Incident &7 35¢k.

As a result, we came to these conclusions; (1) In those days, the
Korean policy of the Japanese government was not unanimous. Instead,
the leading faction, the Choshu clan, which included Kaoru Inoue,
Hirobumi Ito, Aritomo Yamagata and others, did not choose the policy
of armed conflict with the Qing. (2) In this period, both China and
Japan had strengthened their ability to oppose the great Powers.
(3) Consequently, in this period there were no circumstances under
which the Sino-Japanese War and the imperialist division of the Far
East were unavoidable. This makes it clear that there were various
alternatives in Japanese state policies before the Sino-Japanese War, and
it shows how important and decisive the choice of the Sino-Japanese
War was.
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