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I know her sort.
They find our men asleep, weary with war,
Lap them in cloudy hair or kiss their lips;
Our men awake in ignorance of it all,
But when we take them in our arms at night
We cannot break their solitude.

[(Ske draws a knife from her girdle.
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Ghost of Cuchulain. Who is it stands before me there

Shedding such light from limb and hair
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As when the moon, complete at last
With every labouring crescent past,
And lonely with extreme delight,

Flings out upon the fifteenth night?

Woman of the Sidke. Because I long I am not complete.
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Woman of the Sidke. Time shall seem to stay his course;
When your mouth and my mouth meet
All my round shall be complete
Imagining all its circles run;
And there shall be oblivion

Even to quench Cuchulain’s drouth,



Even to still that heart.

Ghost of Cuchulain. Your mouth!
[They are about to kiss, ke turns away.

O Emer, Emer!
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Woman of the Sidke . . .
What could make you fit to wive
With flesh and blood, being born to live
Where no one speaks of broken troth,
For all have washed out of their eyes
Wind-blown dirt of their memories

To improve their sight?

Ghost of Cuchulain. Your mouth, your mouth!

[She goes followed by Ghost of Cuchulain.
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O bitter reward
Of many a tragic tomb!
And we though astonished are dumb
Or give but a sigh and a word,

A passing word.
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@ Lady Gregory, Visions and Beliefs in the West of [reland (Colin Smythe, 1970), p. 364. " x2TaN—=0N
ANKM N YQHWE Q HU N— g8 IV UK OQ N IEOV Se° “We have here certainly a story of
trance and of the soul leaving the body, but probably after it has passed through the minds of story-tellers who

have forgotten its original meaning. There is no mention of any one taking Cuchulain’s place, but Prof. Rhys in
g g g y g p Yy



his reconstruction of the original form of the story of ‘Cuchulain and the Beetle of Forgetfulness,’ a visit also to
the other world, makes the prince who summoned him to the adventure take his place in the court of Ulster.”

@ Ezra Pound & Ernest Fenollosa, 74e Classic Nok Theatre of Japan (New Directions, 1959), pp. 113-15. cf. “The
ambiguities of certain early parts of the play seem mainly due to the fact that the ‘Princess Rokujo,” the concrete
figure on the stage, is a phantom or image of Awoi no Uye’s own jealousy. That is to say, Awoi is tormented
by her own passion, and this passion obsesses her first in the form of a personal apparition of Rokujo, then in
demonic form.” VRO LY DN QHECIEY BRG] WRUOT H v NQ RIS LR N
KEEVBRERERY M) LIRS @0 0B 5 < 0 R4Q40.0-% N0 00°

@ ‘Certain Noble Plays of Japan’ in Essays and Introductions, pp. 224-25.

@ F|E < NOEBOME) <X BRI (KRKIEMER) KE° of The Tragic Theatre’ in Essays and
Itroductions, pp. 238-45.

@ F|E [v i~ > VE-DREQELVRBLINRY O V—] (KEHRE v "~ QRIE] IOMibo) 4

® Katharine Worth, 7ke /rish Drama of Europe from Yeats to Becketr (1978), p. 168.
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