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A Study on the Relation Between Oneself and Others in Adrienne Rich’s Early Poems

Eiko Kamo

ABSTRACT: One of the themes which appear in Adrienne Rich’s poems
repeatedly is the relation between oneself and others. In her poem ‘‘After
Dark” (1964), she shows what her attitude toward others is by declaring ‘I
grow protective toward the world.” This attitude seems very positive though
it is not clear how she will be protective toward “the world” which ought to be
quite different from oneself, sometimes opposite toit. Is such a positive attitude
also recognized in her early poems? If not, what has made her change? To
answer these questions I examine some of her early poems in her first two books.

In these poems she recognizes that it is very difficult to bridge the fence
between oneself and others, but she also finds the necessity to communicate
with each other by trying to overcome the difficulty through compassion and the
recognition that all human beings are imperfect. She says that we are a sort
of tragi-comic stumblers.

What is left for me to do is to trace the process, in her later poems, by which

she came to have a feeling that she grows protective toward the world.

T4 FY 7.y yF (Adrienne Rich, 1920—) OFZB L THROELRD LN ETHEOV ED
2, HCEMMBEOBRBRTH S, 12720, TR THE] 2@ E LTCoBEEEEZES TH] BHE &
EHEL, (MhFE] 220 DAO—YObDEERT Z, Thsr0 [ME] &3[R &b T
BUL, Lo@BWED [HiE7c] BA, KA EBRFEEE) b, bo LBEBAL, I5iC
thoEd, EAEY, BRER, HEUAOXKE ZITHLADLKNES, o [HE] BiothT
‘you’, ‘world’, ‘universe’ 1L & LA IO SN TN S,

FIFEBIUVFELHEOFHIBVLT, o [HA] & 1] LOoBRBEDL I THE 0%
ZELTW S,

)y 1T [EoOdH &ic] (“After Dark”, Necessities of Life) OFT [FUZHREESF > TW T S |
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(I grow protective toward the world) ¢ E->TW53, 2D, XANDEHEFICENT, Vv FiZ
[F] #REHT 2 E TUHELBSALEOERORLED &, BRIKKIFELALZDOKREEICON
THE->TWVD, WRFPZICE->THI O SERBELETH 720 WEOAME LTEFALL
TOEEOEKRI, RIKHI bOBEZVEELNS, LHL, 20T EBELBELD [F] oMY
NEEFTIDTH -7 Vv FRES>TRRBEOD TERLEREED (1B ] LOTH 5,
RO [EFTFTOEOROMMSN, BNz ) ELHEZ] 44—V TEINTVE, FXid
(AR] EEWHINTULE >7cDi, BLREBEEMULYS, Esp0BEIL TS, 2L T [RidH
RAEF->TWC S| LT b, [HAEZF->T] WL ERBEDIIBCEEZERT LD, Bk
FICiZbp 580, Lirl, Zidl d#l [H] CRES OTHAETo [HA] #azo
fHELToBEEEZZE LT LN [HA] 2F-TWC3&ET50TH5, [HR] iHT 3
COXIBWREBHBEEIT TRIOHICORLINE D TH A D », “After Dark” ZFH W
19644, ) v FREZNE TOBRLEZOBEEELLODPA>T, BlEIUF2HEEZH Y
Miid, ®4id TFH] (universe) ICH L TED W - E M EH/IBAFEZLTED, T, EX
DOFEXLEETRD, FELLVIEOABICSVEZ L, LWLIBEDOCT EEBITNE?,
Vo FRBEELS ECARETULROVFEHICORMBEZ LA BLRECHER LT, MR
HAOVBEEZEBENTO S REDCREE, BEPOLERANORERTUBVERYOHT, Hx LHET 5
(] EOBEIBVWTESZ LD E LTS,

)y FOBRLFER, WL F7 ) 7 RFLBOTLFLELRE L3 b O1951F IR S
Ntz, COFHDOEE MBEROEI] (A Change of World) 13, TDXHTBROEHIICY) v 753
HAEZRD &L [AR] CRERBELEFE TR EERLTNS, COCERER, W
[ Eidflds, [8) & [AR] EREDIAIRBEVI I DIOVNTEEL T EERLT
AP

[REEH | (“Storm Warnings”) [ZEOBEEDALEIICONVWTENTNS, BEHIL, #
—7vEBlE, Al BOLTOROBERZDERFD, ThUAKFLTRE N, REBARO
HTRIAMES LB WBRTH D, BRI EOHUBRRMOBRICE T, T LAAHDE
OHOFBEL L SAFENE > TVAHEOBEL L BMT 5, CORICE, LirL, FoLX
SHERVERBRETH L EEVE > TLEABWVEALBBATH S, [RRBEEEELNTY L
(winds are walking overhead), [ K DO REEL RSB E) L TW < J (zone/Of gray unrest is moving
across the land), [K257cbATHANVTOIZONELE L TR A 5| (watching/Boughs strain
against the sky), [ AIZ» X ROBXRP SV w —Vw — & & A S ] (the insistent whine/
Of weather through the unsealed aperture), Z OEIIARGHILEESE, ABL SVBBHRIEZED
TWb, CORDBARMLSERSTNIATSH L LEEZRLTVEDH, ZOFOFEID

Weather abroad
And weather in the heart alike come on

Regardless of prediction

CANARRY: AN S RAP-Y: K
THEZMEALTP-TL 3

THb, [F] BABDbSTH, BREREZELET, [#H] 2@ L>HLTLE I BEOHICH
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LTHBPATVEDTH L, sFORRETREHEE T SHOLRTHZ DI LTHRETIE ‘we’
2 ‘our’ BN, EOBEEZTEDIR [H] OEDTRBVWCEEZRLTVS, COEOERI
o ED LBV, REBMHEREL TS, LrLENKTICV->ZH, ZORDEANREAL
IBERLON B,
COFHBEONIHEPRPOLLTREVINEDS, Uy FRYUBOERDL SBELRELTFEL
DOTHAID, HBORISEVIETHAY) v 70 [HE] ZHELL S LT E3HEOEDOREE
EREELLIELILDOTHAI D, OTNRIRLTS (R @Bk e [AR] oficicbm > &
BAHRONIEN, BEFEIZFLETELTHE, HE [Vr v —%BAL, BEHALL, h—F &0l
(l ek, BEhEEDTBEELLEL, LOSFORERDPOIZIBROBOMBEAT S,
[H] BEALENICENTRELEMA B LI, BEE5

These are things that we have learned to do

Who live in troubled regions.

ERWCL - Thhvb iz
H¥tonTtaxHicogi

DTHBP5,

[E5 ] (“Boundary”) € 350 TR & 41 3 RPLIE, “Storm Warnings” TF Ik & NI QRIS S
BMIOMHES e bE - bDTHEEELLND, TOLFEIHAT S,

What has happened here will do
To bite the living world in two,
Half for me and half for you.
Here at last I fix a line
Severing the world’s design

Too small to hold both yours and mine.
There’s enormity in a hair
Enough to lead men not to share
Narrow confines of a sphere

Bllt put an ocean or a fence
Between two opposite intents.

A hair would span the difference.

LTl Tcc tiREXEXLE
HREZ SN fcDiBl &3 TLE D,
EHRFICED B,
HE2WiCC Cic—EEDT
HROEMEZYWT 2, chi

ST OBEMERENBIICIINITES,
TR LOICEBEREEND 5,
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ZR AR e X MR %
SbasRFEERDE S,

Z D k&1 DOEEDORIC
RETHMTHE-TLE D,
ZOMERIDIT DB LD BHANADIC,

SELUIDOTHOMBESRKEEAMELED, ST 2B, REELRS > CEHERALBLE > T
LES &, —EEZDBLTLEIDNE, &2k TEhiEESoNEbDE, 2T TR
BOoedHi2HdT 5 [FOEK] (design) BEIZ DB, MHDPEEDOL S [NXB DD
OB D 578 53] (If design govern in a thing so small) &35 7 o 2 + (Robert Frost) @
#, [EX] (“Design”) B8 28EI13 [ER] OFCRIEV, Db ABOERIBKARELEY
BEN, Lhrdblss, bhbhBZORWEBRESELLD ET5, HROb B C b TENICHEIL
Wb on s,

LD LEMNS, COFCBNTY v 73, MEORBEEZNRN> THBEDTIRE, B L
T30, FITEEAEZHEOAMRLTLOE > LIk > THELEBTAICTECEbH
20D E, WOOBRLREANIRLZ GBI L, MEEZEIETTCLEY BEREN
WELENHT ETH B,

COXIBWHECHLT, Vv FREBEEGTHEELGRPLIILIL, B UICEHEREOMK
BREOIRENBZDTH S,

—HFCOFEORD T & ‘you' BRUTIEHCHEDS FArF-LHERT, HcDDARD
HELTOHRVEDERE, ZOBIKETIRIEGORELZBN/ L DE, COFHEELBTLELT
X2THHD COEAREAFEULESIK, ZOFCET2 [F] » TREEH] o [F] &
BILBA13 [F) OBHE~NOHBNLOWHICE TR EE, [F] OL#M MR ik
STIVBEPNTNBEZETH B, [H] & [HE] EOBRODITMLLEE, TOFICE->TH
DTEALONEDTH 5,

[—38 - T] (“Stepping Backward”) 375725680, Bl1FEOHWTREVWETH S, [iE
Rl BEBOILIC DO TERTOZ DI LT [—FHB-T) & [F] & [HEk] toEED
BB, 7HEZFNBEEBCETREBVIRLTY, WHICKREWTHELERNTNS,

COFICEFDL T & youl BELE>TVEIRER, £3TROELTEEHLDTHLOER
ChbEEZLND, [F] B [dblik] OLREOHSHBROTNE, BEGKES - LED
HxICb5h7cDB—#B0K, LELTHW5 [ TEXAbThs, BELSALENATASC &
Kk->T, FLL, 2HICHTFRZBEBTACEBTEIhbANEY, & [#] 3ES, 208F
~DHNDOEETZ OFIEET 5,

pOTC [t @ [F] Kb Flc bbb -7, —&, BOHCERMARBOKAEI &,
20D [Fl icRELZhbL oD -/cDE, Bdich, RBREBAKASTR, Biohsck
i,

We are small and lonely human race
Showing no sign of mastering solitude

Out on this stony planet that we farm.
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FlcBbiZ b - 1T L OARER,
COADEVEREZHPTE I BICR
MHITHT BHED RABIZIED,

EWVSTETHD, ANHERBENTCHAMBEELDTH B, AOZNCOLICEEES, HPLT
EEDEPICHTINERCREEESOTH 5. PRI BRBENICIE LEZRE—DC &,
A2 b0 UTHhTREPEOSFEOREC, ROEDLRBROPLDES > THILY 2 2 L7807,
ETHA] REXS, COBEEZEFICHT S [CXEPE L#FHEE] (that kindest truth) &3
BUTbE, & (8] RES, LrLZOBEIAZEKETZCERIRUTES TR, &5,
BEES, BLAED [HRICEAVEHLEBCHEDECRUBEERD Z1CLTd, £HEI% D
BE2BLTHhDZDTH 5] (you and 1/Still look from separate windows every morning/Upon
the same white daylight in the square) 5,

CO &I BTRbL [DOE] THb, DXOHIIR, HEEZRDILAEIEC - THREELE
AED LB T L LT EDERNTNES,

And when we come into each other’s rooms
Once in a while, encumbered and selfconscious,
We hover awkwardly about the threshold.

And usually regret the visit later---

The door may open, but the room is altered ;

Not the same room we look from night and day.

Z UCH I B BHFOFBICA > T B
Koz E¥oh, RICLBET,
FODOHlhAEETHRE LI LN,
KEshif ek criEd s
REHINTD, BERE->TLE->TW3,
ZRREBERDTWBEUEE TR,

Bk 2HIRAMOBARERLGDTH B LBV EZRNEVODTH BT LEEBRT S, HA,
DUTDBIEO0 MBI L > TENERELLDICREDTHEY, EARIKTELRLLADL
(Bl b EEBELAD & DODBEHBEZFHMAY ] (tragi-comic stumblers like ourselves) 7D T &
Bo LD EDRBPHICHEHRIEICT 5, MOEDT, BOPDES-THETECECEZ, A
oL AEZZLEBOTHY, ZORCEZHILDRIBEVEER LA LORKBLIDTHAD,
E)y FREDTH B,

AORZEL2IERHT 5 LIEEBELROBAZURDVETCETEH S, UL, [Hib
BEFTOLOBNVREDIODICELZERE S RPLENRD 22 LKL, HOVPRTOFRED
WITHA L, WK, FTADOLKPEEERITN S0 (No longer---Seeking the garden where
all fruit is flawless,/We must at last renounce that ultimate blue/And take a walk in other
kinds of weather) O TH 3%,

BEHROEICENT, BERCOFOESHLOGBICRS, 3805, —HBEFT2LECL-T,
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[R] BB ->ZHEL [Hialk] ZA>2ET50ThH5b, [Hlick-T [Hlsk] Bco
LIRS RGIEABTHB2DIL, SO BREDIFELHZ2ELBELT, [FothEAHD, TC
BCDADESIC, BEWAH » T3 ] (we know each other, crack and flaw,/Like two irregular
stones that fit together) 05 TH Y, [Hidlc] HHEOD OEFICRRESVL bbb ThED,
ZORALZ, [HI2tc] 2@ R0 [HElk] ic, AHZOLDICLTVAELLIEDTH S,
COFFICE-THOPILINEC EiF, FTHIRKHERBR LIS CEOUTHLETHS, tEX
ENBERUABE-TBIDTH>Td, B2XWMOSNMABOBE THEIFRELEE, BOLOED
DTV BIMTRIZRFHT 2FIC1T, BROBEABIZCEBTEILIANTBTNENS LT
BB, 2 UTHEIICBZOAEMOERIL, BEXLBNVPDITKSZIBDTHBEENHITETH S,

DEDLICDDHFRNTNOE2HEE [£14 Y= v FESXT - 20M1]) (The Diamond Cutters and
Other Poems, 1955) a3,

[BEthoa v 7 5 | (“Lucifer in the Train®) 2512170 2 > DHis SERINTE D, RYEKMHE
WY 7 s BREDOHBRANEE DYWL, ZOROBFEMNTN S, VY7 7 DE->TNEDEA
TPHET, BAOREBBNEANERATOL IR, BROREDREMOES EZAHIFE,
BIBOSMEE LPTET, vy 7 »R3iEEDAH, —BOS LICADHIE L T2 XECEERED L
oo MABEDOTHESE LM SR ROMEME, BricBobmz, $REZLTETIoE £
DFDREHICHEARDH D REEN TR S ERH D AND, EROBORI— O x LIEH)
DFEEFHBEIIC, vy 7 > BEHEIGES KONT, BEOBRICBENLEOBICAZ—D
O, PIFOEEDY, EKELOBDIDTH B,

Imperceptively
That landscape altered : now in paler air
Tree, hill and rock stood out resigned, severe,

Beside the strangled field, the stream run dry.

BEAELES R SNhThIC
KB2RE - KAKLAIEOEL
REEBEGAIITBULBNTHRL I,
BolREZLD oL E RN 31 biinT,

B2 YT » E— I KESEDN, WICOSE-TZoORELICLTWS [Fizb] AR
D, FVICHPUINV Y T > NOECLT THERIN TN S,

KEEZEDN [Heb] dWBOETHSIZNTH S, 2O0HEHL THITY, DEELKD
W, HKBDAHES LT, BOWLBADRBIREA>THWS, - 10REOEMPLRAZ0DI1Z
KEOKRER, ORI (bl BRA-TELOK, REERELY ZCTRZELEEDIM
V&2,

Where is the bush or cloud without flaw?
What bird but feeds upon mortality,

Flies to its young with carrion in its claw?
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—HDOETELRVELPERD L1250
AT UEOVERS B4 5 D,
BRAEVIZICEALTD LREBD,

Chicki< 41TICIE, CORPBNVY 7 > ICHEA ZEEPENBERSVODTHL0EENED,
WERFHEELT, EOXIBERICOMALS L5 [Fleb] OBOBHESN TV,

O foundered angel, first and loneliest
To turn this bitter sand beneath your hoe,
Teach us, the newly-landed, what you know,

After our weary transit, find us rest.

BEWE LI REL, ORI L%
BRI DR LOBOTHYT S,
HIIOMBTNCEIICBHBZH KL TFI,
BETONLTBHORICKELEATTI,

L [Fhieb] BRICETA3H 0D ICHPIRBE DT, KERFETTELT TS, bHA
[(Fcb ] BHEEfMELTENDLDH0RITV, FLOIHICBT ZEREZICLLD VDG
THb, o417, AEOEGEABOB2DEHICDODOTHBRNTN S, M EHRZICE -
e AR, FEERGNUARAR, REOTHEHCTAMICONWT, X, Fh, KBET 3L AH
DEHICDOTIBRTN S,

COWRRERED A 2 5 Lo HHAERD T2 —a v <2%Ic L, 74 ) ARERRELTC EIC
RotchOli%E, b2V E 70 Y7 4 THRAKELS SNICAEORERVECZE 5,
FLnLHcE ey 7 2 & [Hicb] BIhPoREDIIRFELOELZD SNTOWLDT
HHIDe WODREBHEDO D ERBZTHS D HDHWVIL, WORBEEEEZRRL T T &
IWTEBLTHAD I

CORWOEZ L1551, AUELHFED [FAOED S DT (“Letter from the Land of
Sinners”) T&% 5,

FEOEALS RN, HEOMREHEIIC [FACE] THEH, HETHIIZ LOAER
> TEIAMICE > T, HEOHAER [$ 50 L DDHE] (another province) TH %, ZDE%,
REICWEHRICBRLTHIKT A LRSS, &ML (A ondici, BExs
HEIZBELUOGN S,

I write you this out of another province
That you may never see
BRIHFMRLTRERLZ T LD
IV LEOOEPLRRBINEHFOTOET,
BT, HEEHBICLTIOHICP > TEh, WROLDIKER IO, Foliidh-
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o, BERS, HoE [ LU BItT 22 L3 TER W] (we shall not see again) & HEbh
e b, ZLT4A, HOROBFTEOIREFICEN LicEhkol,

A, HERicRed b bicin, ErERERONL, BMLZNOBEROANIKI->TH B0
BAMIRE-THEINRTI20NED, BETERKIE, BMETHHVETZCEBTES, B
B UEEZRITASD, 1A EHEDLLED, B2 <hRoY, RO ERHNT 2845 R 5%
LAHDBH L, @3 &d, HDALBIKIZERASDD, BA4DEAL EWVD OwH 5 (The fishers
by the water have no boast/Save of their freedom---And think his days rewarded), —7J, ZET
B0 AfcbidE 2N, A% I T/ (The fishers fastened to their pools of green/By
silver lines), %43, BETREALDLCERBER/I-7DTHA 9,

BEOHEHRATRAHITLEBAAF NG H - 1o, BHADHIICHE I, ZOEEFESITHIC
TEENHIHEREGH -/ O EMHAELAELTY, TUBIABERZEF THECKA
TVd, BN, ZIRBONILHDRITEELLRTZDOEFICLTES 2D, WAaMELTID
TEHELBRIENINE S, BERBROTHFSHBLB>TLE 7, TANHEOHIZZ - DE
LTERBICHS LD, B bBBT 2B IZObNE, D2VRERELLOZ2OIDEEHLL
o, ENERABRBRICKHNADTEL91C, 4 R HBRZOBEONE L -0 LidiEicH
HED,

FHROEE [A] BCOXSCRELTRKEOEACHEL, X5R2FDXIICENTN S,

But we have made another kind of peace,
And walk where boughs are green,
Forgiven by the selves that we have been,

And learning to forgive.

L LBV EDDEMEED % Ui,
BhEs LT BECARBEEET,
HEAH LS - el bid

FEN, BT CEEMD T L,

WEoWFickn T, THL] 3L 55A6N15b0TRIED, THR] 2EHT 5EbNE
WIZFF L, FFINEDTH D,

COFDOEHIEBNT, ABoFcotizkid [$50L20@] EFEN, £ ICARIR
(20 EDDOFR] 2D Ui, HORREOELZRLTHIEL, FOTHR, CoPx &
U723k 20 5 OEREE R, AMEBHLEVSHELZRD TELIEL, 20HAEI L4 HICE
LZFETORNVEDODICET L ANBOEH——F DEFTEET, TOBROEEH KD TELX
W2, Wb B COFELSARBBAZCEDONRVHKREDHELCBELTOHVD T LicENnE
EELTHI0THEAD, BABMMEAE LY, FLHFLHONLIESEOHINTEL, Ly
Ly Uy FRABMORRIHEL TIROE, Kx@3EKXL, [DACREECHLZHT, M
BFEB3ICERLS, BEVWEARTALDOMIEEFEDETICIREIE W] (Our apples taste/
Sweeter this year; our gates are falling down,/And need not be replaced) &5 & DEDE%
OEHEIE, V) v FOAENOBEREENIHSNTH S,

“Storm Warnings” IR oz [H] ORLZEZ DI DITHE UBBNISERE IR, ZDBOEI
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BOT, Bl Ta/cc bbb, HEREAMICODWTORBIES 21cO20T, [HR] ot
LT T3] BEALNICEEALE LI >TE, ¢D [ 8 “After Dark” it S5Nn % [
ReFrsEds ] #8525 TIRE, TRV BLPORBOBEEBKETH S LS iCEDN
5, RZHBEOHIRIIINSETH 2, FIFEOHKTITRHIRINESFOEAPRBELTL %,
“After Dark” 3FAFHRICEITN, 1964FICELNTOEN, ZOSFELRDERARY v FiLE -
TEbOTEHEIBTH >/, CORORBISHLZD [HR] ICHT 2EEEEZ I LHH
TERCLEDBTEZDTHBMN, LOTEEHIFEOTOFHICL>THEDFET ENLDEERD
HETH 5,

X 73

F+ R W3 Adrienne Rick: Poems Selected and New, 1950-74, 256 P., Norton, New York, 19752 /z.

D EET: [Hobéic ] —BFEDVT— HARSHEE. 10 127-136, 1981,
2) Barbara Gelpi & Albert Gelpi, ed.: Adrienne Rich’s Poetry, p. 89, Norton, New York, 1975,
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