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Summary

This paper is structured around three themes.

First, T organized the research on State Shinto and Shrine Shinto in modern Japan, clarifying
its characteristics and challenges. This paper also focuses on case studies from the Tohoku region
and Miyagi Prefecture.

Secondly, we focused on small shrines in modern Japan, which accounted for more than 90% of
the total. Most of them revealed that they had become laymen after leaving the priesthood,
particularly those from Esoteric Buddhism and Shugendo. Many of them have passed down the
tradition of being Shinto priests for generations up to the present day.

Thirdly, I discussed the Esoteric Buddhism and Shugendo culture that was integrated into
Shinto shrines, with a focus on Traditional New Year decorations. New year’s events and the
production of New Year's decorations are the most important for a shrine’s priests to perform. In
the main text, New Year's decorations, especially traditional kizigami (paper cutting) are
classified by type and their historical meanings are clarified. Furthermore, The way Ner Year's
decorations are distributed is regional characteristic such as rural and urban, coastal village
types.

Therefore, the study revealed that State Shinto, Shrine Shinto, and folk beliefs have blended to
create a new popular culture.

Keywords: the modernization of Shinto Shrines, Shinto-Buddhism syncretism, small shrines,

New Year's decorations (traditional kizigami), the rural style, urban and coastal
village types
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