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Abstract

Modern scholars established the concept of mugenNoh %%]J#g or Noh of dream and illusion,
and explain that it refers to the Noh plays on ghosts which consist of two acts and such idea was
established by Zeami H:FT55 (1364 ? - ? ). Since the the latter half of the 20" century the word
Mugen Noh has been broadly used in arguments among various fields, however, it is questionable
that this modern concept accurately reflects the actual condition of Noh in Zeami's time.

In this article, I try to make a new arrangement of the collective plays which have been
treated as so-called mugen Noh, and through this reconsideration, it is clarified that these plays
can be divided into six steps according to the each change of the style of Noh plays, from the
deeply religious ones which were played at temples and shrines to the less religious ones which
adapted the new circumstance around the Ashikaga Shogunate. Thus the earlier plays had traces
of the religious connection and did not contain the element of dreams, in contrast, the plays which
are written around the Shogunate freshly adopted dream. And after the adoption of dreams, the
writers started to make some elaborate but ambiguous plays on which one cannot tell whether
those situations are dream or not.

In spite of the existence of such historical development, especially the earlier plays did not
contain dream, scholarship have ignored this historical background and recognized the mugen
Nok is one type. Through this study, I propose the new terms such as utsutsu Noh BLEE or Noh of

real world and yume Noh /g or Noh of dream for these six steps and use the term yure: Noh ¥l

ZEHE or ghost Noh to refer to the collective plays.

Keywords : mugen Noh, the style of Noh plays, dream, Zeami, the Ashikaga Shogunate
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