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Research on Family Care of Elderly Persons with Dementia
——The Needs and Ways in which Support is Given to the Caretakers
(Family Members) were Assessed on the Basis of Age——

Shizuko TANIGAKI, Hirouki MIZUNO

Caretakers were divided into three groups according to their age.The purpose of
this study was to clarify the problems of family care in each group and to offer
advice to the specific needs.

The subjects of this study consisted of 744 persons chosen from nation-wide
members of “The Association of Families Careing for Elderly Persons with Demen-
tia” who had personal experience in caring for such persons.

The results were as follows :

1. Among all of the three caretaker groups, the problems on “health of the
caretakers” were addressed.

2. For the youngest group, consideration should be given to the problems
arising from limited time in raising children while simultaneously caring for elderly
persons with dementia. For the middle-age group, problems on the income of the
caretakers resulting from quitting work and the education of their children were
explored. For the eldest group, consideration was given to the physical health of
the caretakers themselves.

We conclude that a wide range of support networks to ensure economic secur-
ity as well as child day-care is necessary for the care of elderly persons with

dementia.
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