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Summary

Travel of Thinking about GNH
— The Short Report Collection on the Study Tour Participants’
Notes of Kyoto University ILAS Overseas Study Program 2016 “An
Alternative Approach to Development: Learning from Rural Bhutan
between February 27 and March 16, 2017” —

Kazuo Ando", Nichika Hirata”, Masashi Nakamura”, Rina Abe”, Shiho Takayanagis),
Maho Kashiwagiﬁ), Yukino Kadoma”, Wako Oka?, Ryota Sakamoto"

1) Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan
2) Faculty of Agriculture, Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan

3) Faculty of Engineering, Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan

4) Faculty of Education, Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan

5) Faculty of Law, Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan

6) Faculty of Medicine, Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan

7) Faculty of Integrated Human Studies, Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan

Each report has been produced half year later since the participants returned to Japan on March 16,
2017, with cool mind after the heated atmosphere has gone away. This paper aims to recall the heated
atmosphere of the field work in each participant’s mind. The study tour has been conducted between
February 27 and March 16, 2018 as a course of ILAS overseas program 2016, “An Alternative Approach
to Development: Learning from Rural Bhutan” in collaboration with Sherubtse College, Royal University
of Bhutan in Trashigang. The seven students and two teaching staff of Kyoto University took part in the
tour. The period of the study tour has been changed from September, end of rainy season, to March, dry
season, for 2016 program due to the experiences in 2014 and 2015. The main purposes were as the follows:
(D Learning the present situation of the problems of depopulation and abandoning farming, and activities
of Basic Health Unit etc.; (2) Training of Practice-oriented Area Studies as Participatory Area Studies; (3)
Participating in International Workshop on “The Role of University in Promoting GNH through Practice,
and Rural Development” (10th-11th March 2017) held at the Sherubtse College; (4) Learning the activities
of Samdrup Jongkhar Initiative (SJ1); (® Visiting Merak village, where Brokpa or pastoral highlanders are
living, for learning ethnic diversity in Bhutan. As the methodology of the study tour, the participants keep
dairy to record the daily experiences and select the most impressive facts with the top three keywords.
They describe the reasons to select each fact. This paper of the note of the reports were prepared on the

basis of the fact recording through this practice. The purpose of the study tour has been well achieved. The
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title of each report is as follows: 1. The changing point, purpose, living lesson, and dairy of impression of
field work during the study tour “An Alternative Approach to Development: Learning from Rural Bhutan
between February 27 and March 16, 2017” (Kazuo Ando); 2. Understanding about the site, Understanding
at the site (Nichika Hirata); 3. Exciting first overseas traveling (Masashi Nakamura); 4. Happiness and
Bhutan (Rina Abe); 5. Bhutan Now (Shiho Takayanagi); 6. View of Bhutan from the position between a
student and a doctor (Maho Kashiwagi); 7. Journey to happiness (Yukino Kadoma); 8. My feelings about
Bhutan (Waco Oka); and 9. Epilogue: Snow (Ryota Sakamoto).

Keywords: Bhutan, Participatory Area Studies

— 213 —





