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Depoliticizing the Chinese Issue: A Reconsideration
of the Suharto-era Assimilation Policy*

A1zAwWA Nobuhiro™*

“Assimilation” has been long considered characteristic of Suharto’s “New Order” policy
toward the Indonesian Chinese. On the other hand, it is well known that sharp differenti-
ation between pribumi and non-pribumi also existed within the civil administration. This
seeming contradiction illustrates one of the difficulties in understanding the state’s atti-
tude towards Chinese in Indonesia during the Suharto era.

This study examined the archives of the Department of Home Affairs, the department
charged to carry out policies toward those of Chinese descent, in order to provide a clearer
picture of how its laws and policies were conceived and formulated. It was found that the
establishment of BAKOM-PKB and such programs as assimilation training in RT/RW
were used to try to bureaucratically control and dominate this issue, especially under the
Dirjen SOSPOL. This was an agency of extreme importance with an active role in policing
not only the Chinese but also Communism, Islam, and those related to SARA issues.

For the Department of Home Affairs, the Chinese issue was not just about National
Unity but, more importantly, a measure to secure the Suharto presidency. Utilizing both
assimilation and differentiation in that context was neither a failure nor a contradiction. It
was a necessary combination in order to depoliticize the Chinese issue for the political
stability of the regime.

Keywords: Suharto regime, Department of Home Affairs, SARA issues, Assimilation
Policy, Chinese issue
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W REGMFISE IR OERE A L, H2SBUGHRREIE C DIERBERO&HIBICE 1) 5
XEROBEEERUATIZH > Toic, HEBUERRIRBNBEED S MFOV LDIBEL» 72 b
DD, T OHEREFEEI O ZICNBEICE W THOIEAEE HH This, PIRBRERICE T
W= e Y)W < (Erman Harirustaman) PEFEAER2SEIE N2, BEEONE KR T 3
V=7 &y K (Amirmachmud) BEEPR I, BUSEINITET S L WREDO i 5, [ 7
F=H—] LZOEMHID ZFINICEATHY, BbED TRV MMEENCERL S FIMrd
NREFUCHEATE 21T - 720 7 LT, ABEICB T BT OFEME E 15 - 200 OHEEE
BETH - 12,2

18) SARA B#®D SARA &3 Suku (BJE), Agama (%), Ras (Af#), Antar Golongan (tt£&
(g ZhENDA Y Fx Y TEOEYFEE 12D THbB, TD4O>DHEIFIIHO>WTHS, T
a4 b3, EROKLEHRTFEEBNLTIENS Y 7T—E&h, 20 MMEHIIZ SARA TR D
BIERTH AR L HHIL, S,

19) 1975 4R & OSBRSS 5 IR, SARA MBEAHY L 2013, 1969 % T IREAE
(Biro Politik), 1970 £E4» 5 75 4RI h 1 TIXFFRIZERRE (Dirjen Khusus) ThH -7z, T LT
1975 5> & JIHARI 72 1 — AR TEGRRIDSHY L 7088, HABUSRRICEENT - 1o, HaBuskREE
13 1999 4F % T 24 FFRIRE WV 72,

20) (HAEIERDIIR 5 > OEEIC L - T S LTV iz, BEBFRR (Pembinaan Umum), EE#HE

#Ez (Pembinaan Kesatuan Bangsa), MiRZ2#FE (Pembinaan Ketertiban Umum dan /
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SARA [JEARAHIE T 2 H2BUERE O~ Th, FEAMEAHEY L20R, TONHH
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PRNLICETF LTIcDTH - 7o,

3. BAKOM-PKB

ANV MMEH M ICB 1 2 AR O T, HERKEICE T 2EANDEIEN S - & bEh - il
DV &> BAKOM-PKB T - 72, BAKOM-PKB [33E A D 757> T & H o B 2 15 U
DEREBEBIGEVE, bLIBESIH ET2ENEE-ETHD, AV EEHSEME
Y75 B A 78 WHTSER T D HEEAIC & > TRHPRBIFE D F v 2 VAR EUDs W& L
TOHENER I Ui,

BAKOM-PKB 3/KD & 5 S#F#& 442 T 1977 SRIT# L & 7z, BAKOM-PKB OJEHIF ¥ +
ANV GERXDA =T 5 4 TIRH B ENTE S, 19748 H, M0 ¥ v # L & INFIHE
T e T4 F v IERESKENLR (BPKB: Badan Pembina Kesatuan Bangsa, LIT,
BPKB) O#E 4k Iz, D BPKB OFE—DEE| &L, ¥+ v ydLEs, 3 7 X OfEHIY
BN B ETHoT, TIIHKXERY v H V7 OILEOIHT#E IO Z EThh, 4545
REEHIHNC 3 A~ Fx T OITH EOHLTH D, FAHLIEREEMX To & - 7o, BED
HOWFETH 2HEAALDHENHERD D TEWHIE TH », BPKB 3 2 OHIXD#EAFR
EINHIHE DT T + XV EBEST 2 EEZHNE L TRILINIZDTH S, £DIHITINA
HHE, 1967 fED LPKB fRELURPERICIE VWS 5N TV L LPKB O £ v =2 &H L, F+
FNWAED 2 S ITER DT H - oo

Kid, oI FHXT Z R EHROLSE), A ¥ F R o T THEARJESEH L L A
Thotco TO—D2OHHEF, ToayHXOHKZEY, FuEEHd 27 Y+~ 5@ED
CHHEREEEAAIE L T e 5 Th 5o AFBAMRITIMEE b7V 2L Mg F FRTEN O
Ao RN AR Y o0 b, 19674 H 20 HIC T 0 3 ¢ HIK TR L 7o KR 12

Pertahanan Sipil), (+£B%F (Pembinaan Masyarakat), /8%f& (Pembinaan Pengamanan),
1975 N RERES 94 5218,
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TH - 12,2

197747 H 1923 H, Y+ A5 DH kb y FRFMITT, BAKOM-PKB DT HE AR
Btz COREITIE, WIEKRET 3 b= 7 4 FEfFE0I, 4 v K2 v 741t 26 Mo
ThZTh#EA 24, T L ONBROBESSIL 2. Co%faicid, NWEEBREDADKR
WIE BT H bFOED S e, RBMSESINE LTI, ENRKOELEE#ETSH -«

TRZRRFEREFE AT (KOPKAMTIB: Komando Pemulihan Keamanan dan Ketertiban)
DA A ¥ EHEEAN, £ L TEACHES, 7 REREEOREERZHIE L TWicT -
FEHE (BKMC: Badan Koordinasi Masalah Cina) OEEZXF WV /DR EHIF S T 05T
X%, TOSHEO HEDTH 25 HiTld BAKOM-PKB D& & 75 2 ERFEAHEEEERE

42> (Pekan Komunikasi Penghayatan Kesatuan Bangsa) D FE - 72,

Y ey FRTILVORERICEWT, NBEHIERKEAHEEREE2ORBICH D, BLEHk

FEOHEVERRAE © F - RIEHEET & W - 7ok, T L CRMBIR O/, ARBER D) 5 C

LI LT, 2 LT, EREGHEIREE S INHEOAIEIARE L T8itsh, 10 H 28
HIC 3% Fr% —8Z #H, BAKOM-PKB & L TZOEVAES Shitc, TOFHIRIE, v e
F v ELSRICIEA, VbW BE{LIRE KIENEI5C LPKB @ X v —=pilg 2 L, FED» 5 2
HA%KO 12 A 31 HICBHNBERE b # v =& 57, 20 ETHHE, NEEDOIEX LR
4% T BAKOM-PKB (3IERICHE L7.%

21) THBEEESEERBEEZ TV, TNy liKEDL v & Ea—, 20064E5 A 15 Ho

22) U, A VKRV THEIFREFE-LVEHELT—D2DOMTH R EFRL TV END, £27
MH oL ->TOD, HFE—LVOFEED S > CREBIICRSThTh 122 &b, ZofF
B OESICRENI D - T 58, MNBUTFORE 2123 MBUTESEBIERID £ v/ N—Tdh - 12,
Departemen Dalam Negeri Republik Indonesia [1978] £:H&,

23) Departemen Dalam Negeri Republik Indonesia [1977a] "?H..\ SR ey N E e A VAN
W2z 4y =y, BERSHEERBEZ 7 v ke i, 1FXFERICIE BAKOM-PKB ® £ v /N —
ELTSMHL T,
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BAKOM-PKB (B EOAFEALE L TED T Shicicd, YV Ky F 7 SIKABED
BRI GZ oo 7ok, 48, faEemBE NS, INBIRTE» Sfllisni, 20
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H—% [FEMb2E U Tl (€T 2 T EMRD oNIBEETH - 7o,

BAKOM-PKB IZ (3 240F, #f4 SHIfF0HEE o0, ZoB R _>oHMCKETE %,
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WIRERT 5 X5, BAKOM-PKB MWHANC SO Afha L@k 22 %EITh b, TDT
¥, BAKOM-PKB & L T3, gHilsiofE Arte S REN AW ZEA L, $EASPICNE
HOMEHMEZRM L TV T EPRSBIEFHN LB -7 DTH - 7o, HB_OMFRFs N %E
L3, EADHKENLLEILETH T, AP SOHRULILTHBIE L CoREIMRFsn
12DTH -1z, 12EAE, FEALTY TIBTOHRVD, BIECTREREOBIETANFEL
135G, 5 Lidkie—Z bR, R, INBIRFChREBIFICIHEADERE T 2 #
BAE 752 T Enfif s N, HAERLZITHEU S X hREWIFERIINESE, MNEIFICE - Tl
THEBELFERTH 5, BAKOM-PKBIE, 95 LTA v Fx ¥ 7Bl &FEALEORTIER
THAEITORB E LT EFonicoTdh - 1.2

Vo &5 i ts 2 i S 2 BEBAHS 1977 FR1C 7 » TIRILE e & 0 5 I EERZE W,
LPKB Mz L 72D 55 1969 FTH % 5, BAKOM-PKB 3 hh 5 8 AR THHAr s N T
LIt %, 84EMARRT, BAKOM-PKB fflffis 7z T &icld, 2NV MK R T2 o, K
TR LEDREAT T ENEN TV S, BAKOM-PKB % .057Rd D D b SIEHIOZE X
R T ENTERHA9, H—IT, EATHEERSINIHEISHT 2EHODKTTH 5, #
KB YW OFEANIT O VW TOBEREE, #FEAMBERL &b 50 5 HIRZ BRI E TITHD
0, BHESEETLET, BEMFEMEL TOIR, 0 8%, £ < OIEADBUTIIC
FE% & 5 15 HEEGRRIR O BT 2 B E S 5 X 51218 - 12, I, HEAKROHMRED
SHEMENDETH B, [ALEHE LIBERTH > Th, Bz 0FEEE LThERS
bOEME - BETHILEFLETHHEMBELERL, 259 5 & TARESIRD AL
PASHAIC IS 578 WK S I TR 2 HROERMITTL LT icds, BRI oBE ORI &
BV, BB EERES > THEAGSDEPICA-T, 1V Fx v T{baED, ¥4 5HEmRE
MRDONB LI STDTH - T WEERENITE W CTHARIBD 728 OFIEEEEE 2 17
W, X 51213 BAKOM-PKB #1952 & T, EALLITEK y F7 =7 DIREEDKS
TR I T AR L B AN E R & S BORIEH A T > 7cDTH B0 ANV MEFIDOLTE

24) 1978 4F 8 H 26 H 0 EEM ALk I E S  (Piagam Berdirinya Badan Komunikasi
Penghayatan Kesatuan Bangsa) [Departemen Dalam Negeri Republik Indonesia [1978] 08,
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I, TOFERRE, i BEAGSANOBERESRTIN T LHITE 5.7
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JeTurs s o, L=V IONEE, EOXIICLTHEAZERTEL, WET
B0, FREAMKICEITE7Y) 73 —FEAMOAZEED L I LTENL, MHOFEREM
EWY, HABFICHRET200E0VI D TH -7, £z, HERT Y 7 3 D550 T BTN
LE -XEEORZX MCEADHBET S L biEs i, MAGE - KEEELTata=
F 4 OEEICBE5 35 LB 0 S L0—BRESNDTH B,

AV FR YT, FRCY v 7 ETRMIXICEB T 2R 50D OREES (Ronda Malam) 75 &
sk R & 2 BRI S HSGEEEB S TbN TV 5, L L, —RIIcHEAETNE « X£
AT S T E T LIFEREHANOBMEEE L TVWE I ENZ 0, TH LT EnS
b, EARA v PRy THEIC TAEL TRV Sflrsh, FORIERELAITI DIt

25) BAKOM-PKB ®#17ic>\W\WTId, Departemen Dalam Negeri Republik Indonesia [1978] %
i,

26) WEEIEE 3, NS« KLUV TOTY) 73—/ v7 Y 7 I HRICRET 2 HALHEE 21T -
T2 /v e 7)) T ERQIEHEICEIAERA v Fx v T Ao x2S L, EBALDAICS, 1V
FenX:289 VR, TITEMEEND, 1215, TOFEENMS L TRITEAZSTEDOTHH 1
W, UTOXRIZBOTIE, v 7)) 73 =8ALT L, TORE, HTHLS - X212 20% LI Eo
HAANONRED 5N EE, TOHIKIIEILBERERMHIK E L CRESNSI L LMo, TOME
Tk e FETITO VT, 1980 FEFS KRB E SOSPOL 148/ 7622 & [Departemen Dalam Negeri
Republik Indonesia 1980] 2 &k %,
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b7 o 7 5 nidFEs s,

EUL7 0 25 ADREIRHT W DI, 2 b MAKTF OB FHE O R ALE L T 7B
£ XEETH -1, HABERFREANCDVTOADFARL, BLUOZ0ERERAES, [EIL
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2H5WBHAA FAOF—ZPRT A5 EABKIL TV, METRIIOEAADIE, [
2T LEGFREFDHEEBD, NV F T e 4 FTAOF %A 25 AMEOHEKA F4
F—ITT LD ITHBE LT EEDIT NV F v v 5 EZITANG OFRICIKEE-K, B

27) 1979504 5 VG OEE L H > T, A/ IV KR 2 5 ABGREEEENA v K2y 72
HEOMHAEZE 54 2 5 LEZIERHEREXA S 28X 00E 5052 NDTH b, Th
WRIWCHEIFE LTHE, (25 LBIEEIED S OBUAGNCd 2 B Ly, TE2Em L, BfERL
T BHHENSH - 12,
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FUATF 4 TEBLTHMSNICDOTH 5,2

VI ZOMRERER

WG BRI TE T 1970 FREED 5 80 AR AT TEILT v 7 5 £ 2V KHIE

28) WEHEENEHEEE L TOAIMMASPKRE E W - 1 FREM7Z I TH L, EEeHmHEEcs0Th
FLCXHicfbr e 75 ahdiisnri, To5a, WHEEIEEXLE IS &d L <EL
7o 75 sx2FERLT, EAREOIEBGEIc D EH TV - 72,
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29) 1977 F£NBEKETE No. X 01 [Departemen Dalam Negeri Republik Indonesia 1977b].

30) 1977 FENERETE No. X 01, EFEGFAEL, L T, EELZIHT 220 0EHTH 5753,
CoOFEMIF [ThEE “EHEEAF > COREANTEEREAIET, 1 v Fx vy TEEBREMICK -
CEEAAT 2] CETHRITSND L DI e, FEEWNTRIENZNRICEAB SN AK
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