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A New Thought on the Taxation System of T’ang (&)

Ichisada Mi’yazaki

Corvée underlay the taxation system of the T’ang dynasty. . The duties
of a “standard adult” (JE7T) consisted of tsu (), yung (&) and chiao (Fq),
which were convertible into 15-day, 15-day and 20-day labour, respectively,
i.e., 50 days altogether. The duties of those who were 18 to 20 years of age
were 50 days’ “miscellaneous labour” (§#) which was equivalent to 25 days’
labour of the adult. “ Miscellaneous labour” was also obligatory on the ‘
part of the “standard adult” and the disabled and the person under 16-17
years of age, but its maximum was fixed, e.g., 50 days. The watchman
(&%) who was exempt from those duties was obliged to pay a certain
amount of money called tzu-k’'o (EZR).

Background of Empress Wu’s (#f5) Power

Shigern Yokota

In the political and social uneasiness as the result of the declining land
distribution system Empress Wu (RRf5) emerged as a powerful sovereign to
destroy -the power of the T’ang (&) imperial clan by marriage. The
~empress who was supported by the growing class of landlords and big

merchants came into conflict with the aristocracy, and adopted a strong
policy to put the empire under her own control, taking advantage of the
revolts of Li Ching-yeh (Z#(#%) and Prince Chéng Yiieh (#F ). The
establishment of Empress Wu's power was due to weakening of the aristo-
cracy and the pressure of, the growing landlord and merchant classes,
but this does not mean that Empress Wu’s rule represented the interest
of the landlord class. It should be recognized at least that Empress Wu
played an extremely important role in the growing power of the landlord
"class and in destroying the land distribution system.
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