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Disavowal of Otherness in Multiculturalist Thought

—Learning from an Endeavour of Critical Anthropology——

Takeo SUZUKI
Graduate School of Letters, Kyoto University
E-mail: suzuki.takeo.23x@st.kyoto-u.ac.jp

This article problematizes a paradoxical situation whereby otherness is
disavowed in multiculturalist thought, which promotes inclusion of others, and
argues that a critical anthropology perspective can contribute to critiquing and
going beyond such limitation of multiculturalist thought. This work is part of
a larger research project aimed at establishing a field of creative collaboration
among different spheres of knowledge in order to respond to the question: How can
we build relations with different others?

As an approach to that goal, the article reconstitutes the study of anthropological
critical theorist Ghassan Hage. Hage, who is known for his trenchant critique
of multiculturalism, has not only clarified theoretically the continuity of
exclusion-containment of others but has also searched for social relations that
are not imprisoned in this set of governmental apparatus. It is an anthropological
approach to know fundamentally different otherness that is activated in this
search. By adopting a critical anthropological perspective, Hage finds an approach
to alternative ways of building relations with others. This essay articulates his
seemingly distant critique of multiculturalism and critical anthropology, finding a
key concept of “domestication” as the point of articulation.

Finally, in examining the question against Hage’s arguments, the positionality
of these arguments and my argument is made clear. Arguments which presuppose
a distinction between self and other can be questioned as follows: Is there such
a clear distinction as it is? Is it not the case that such presupposition itself gives
rise to needless divisions among people? While recognizing that question, the
essay reconfirms that, in the background of the arguments, there are political
situations whereby “we” and “they” are violently divided. It concludes that the
critical anthropology of Hage, especially its multi-realities theory which suggests a
reconceptualization of multiplicity, highlights a restarting point for critical theory
which struggles to go beyond the limitation of multiculturalist thought.

Keywords: otherness, domestication, multi-realities theory
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