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bRUIIMEOEOERL EDEIXELADN? | LW TENRIILNIELDADOTIER
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TBAEOHEFDBRL TV DOTREVES I e ZLT. ZHICL o TEHKRDOH AR
TREDPLRPHBRLONTI R LAERVEDHARBIIBW TP URBLLATH
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5Y7—YDOBRENRLOND, £LT, F2WIZBWT, FiZ20H#KLDVEIZET
DOBRBIHTARERETRRAKOBRICEANLETOLR D,
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T, 0V T7BLIPVEOHRRORBICH L THBICRRTB & v,
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13, 0¥y (V#) CBIEFARIMETLOLLDTH S,

Kyoto Journal of Sociology XIX / December 2011



$rrodsvF udr/ VEORES

65

F1 AOSFPHIV1970 ERETTOVEEROBFER

S5 1734~1917]1917~1958|1959~1973
24 - XHEE, 1. 2. $ER 166 73 49
£k - XBE, 2. xm%xs, — K, LEa— 12 56 17
20 - XBEE, 3. Ml - ERIRTL, FR 8 27 -
HhiEE - RffP, 1. 2@ 31 22 -
hIEE - R§F. 2. QRMES, EFMHIBP 136] 35+24=59]| 57+24=81
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IR - RIS, 4. B AMETLBM 313 15+ 44+
#hEL - Bia%, 5. RITEE, BER 180 107 172
it 970 373 375

*1917-1958F (1% THEM. RIS L] " AQEOH "REFDH

(Bibliography of Japan. Literature published in Russia from 1734 to 1917 years,
Bibliography of Japan. Literature published in Soviet Union in Russian from 1917 to
1958 years, Bibliography of Japan. Literature published in Soviet Union from 1959 to
1973 years % b & IZ1ERK)

oFiF, VERRICHBRINZUTO3MOXBMEKT L TI/ERLZbDTHS, ¥
72+, Bibliography of Japan. Literature published in Russia from 1734 to 1917 years.
Bibliography of Japan. Literature published in Soviet Union in Russian from 1917 to
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M52 EIRENRHTH 5,

CORBEORIE, OV T AOEEFE - BRETHLA AV Fo)vya7biEflT5
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Zzohkwv] (RiF1984:129), 72, [RICHRBOT Y - 73 THE2RELL SR,
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YIFERRELLEEOL VA, RRYZFEMONBEFEFE L Lo EbN b, HHE
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SIZLAMABYTH o725 ) (KIS 1984: 134), € L T. Y. Mikhailova (2010) % 3%
35 & 912, 19 e~ 20 Hil IS OFE R L BARBOHRHE. D. Pozdneev H 1937
FIRESNTV S, VECBWTAIERNZEHZHRITLZ L W HICEDE Y Fa
I—3a v o Tn0h2BEMNT AR TH S,
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ALV BRIV Y P T7OAMEEFT LA, RIIKD L I IZFE- 72 (interview
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Iz b7ARELTW L (BB 2] LwH)FLEFMEZ, Y27 F - RFAVTVIK
FEORFEETH-7 19 FOBICEIRTWA, BROLZDOMBICIARFEERIIZLTY
ToBEE B AEATHD, WOLELE—FHICRTWA X, VY2 b 7RAFROHEET K
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ABBEDLD AANADEHFHNRZE A EEELTOAKEV SRV, Hid4E a2 T
BT wiiidho7:0TH 5,

TV b 7REFOFRICBVTIS VbW A[ILFELIOFEEL & ) HIFT iz, FZE.
BEAAC [FRLOBIZOWTEIBVETL?] LI EMEZL, HOHAFET ERLTIE
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DFTICRL TV Ay =V EFRAMB L P TELDOTH S,
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BINE) 34Rou s 7 TEENZARZFE ) S OSHB BRI, 20EEEIL &
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Japanese Studies in Russia and the Soviet Union:
Focusing on Their Diversity and Commonality

Tymur SANDROVYCH

It would not be an exaggeration to state that the publication of Orientalism
in 1979 by Edward Said entirely changed the way cultures were written and thought
about. This work opened new horizons by focusing on the power relationships between
the Western countries and their colonies. However, Said was also criticized for several
shortcomings in his theory, one of which was the limited scale of the “West-East”
paradigm that he developed. Also, the literature he concentrated on was a mere
fraction of the literature written about various cultures.

“Nihonron,” the so-called discourse on Japanese society, as examined in this
paper, can be placed right outside the paradigm of traditional orientalism. It was
written in the Soviet Union — the country which Said did not took into consideration,
and the one which had a very peculiar ideology — a communist one — in the background.
Another characteristic feature of the theories on Japanese society in the Soviet Union
are the facts that the two countries are not separated geographically and are actually
close neighbors whose relationship has a long history. In addition, one should also take
into consideration the dubious identity of the Soviet Union and Russia that preceded
it — they were both Eurasian countries, with these two identities becoming stronger or
weaker at different periods of time.

In this paper I focus on the main characteristics of “Nihonron” in Russia and
the Soviet Union, paying special attention to its diversity and commonality, as well
as the new integrated approach to interpreting the cultures, which was articulated
by Vsevolod Ovchinnikov and born within this discourse. Also, I argue that, despite
ideological differences, in the bottom of their hearts Soviet (Russian) people actually
liked Japan, for a number of reasons. This is the point quite similar to traditional
“orientalist” framework; however, what distinguishes Japanese studies in the Soviet
Union, especially after 1960s, is the fact that Japanese society was often considered to

be “unexplainable” and “difficult to understand”.
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