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Tatsuro SUEHARA, Kenta SAKANASHI : Transformation of Tunisian Food
Production and Food Trade

In this paper, the authors analyze the transformation of Tunisian food production
and food trade over the span of fifty years.

At independence, the Tunisian agricultural economy had a two-part structure. One
focus was the production of grapes for wine and olives for oil meant for export to
European countries. The second focus was the production of wheat, a staple food
for Tunisian people, though domestic production was insufficient to meet demand.
As a result, one third of the wheat consumed nationally was imported from European
countries.

During these fifty years, the population of Tunisia increased to two and a half times
its earlier size. Despite a threefold increase in the domestic production of wheat, the
quantity of imported wheat increased sixfold. The cost of imports also increased.

On the other hand, the quantity of olive exports increased by three times. In these
years, the total value of olive and date exports of compensated for wheat imports.

Another characteristic of Tunisian agriculture is that its production is affected
greatly by the weather, especially annual rainfall. Every few years, they suffer a serious
loss of food production, especially for wheat, due to a shortage of rainfall. Tunisian
agriculture remains dependent upon rainwater.

Tunisia’s food trading partners have also changed. Tunisia currently imports wheat
not only from Mediterranean European countries, but also from North American
countries and Eastern European countries. Meanwhile, Tunisia exports most of its olive
oil to Mediterranean European countries. To date, Mediterranean Islamic countries
have been important trading countries as well as Mediterranean European countries.
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1996 860299 65205 65205 306598 22351| 328949 50383 50383
1997 | 1205319| 212423 212423| 357365| 89965 447330 37077 37077
1998 | 1320029| 468672 468672 208047 24926 232973| 40645 29174 69819
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&3 Fa1ZTTORMMHEOEL (2006-2010)

s/
A b — IV INE J AT A ¥ u= INFEHy INY %S
2006 420 735 760 510 480 790
2007 433 760 786 573 480 840
2008 450 795 820 630 480 1205
2009 450 795 820 630 480 1450
2010 465 820 846 630 490 1450
HAL Millime/kg Millime/kg Millime/kg Millime/kg Millime/kg Millime/kg
A - FLE
4R FAH A P 45 F—X
2006 11340 11243 3317 87 720 1132
2007 11254 11303 3517 104 768 1200
2008 11344 11438 3811 117 906 1330
2009 11814 12210 3953 122 970 1378
2010 13477 13554 4095 123 1030 1382
HAL Millime/kg Millime/kg Millime/kg Millime/pk Millime/I Millime/bte
LES
v F Ny FIAF -~ Ty A E F< b

2006 475 535 429 1087 489 642
2007 567 510 606 1038 597 614
2008 582 483 570 1198 562 767
2009 584 589 607 1345 706 720
2010 610 557 592 1205 624 810
HAL Millime/kg Millime/kg Millime/kg Millime/kg Millime/kg Millime/kg

Annuaire statistique de la Tunisie 200-2010, Institut National de la Statistique 2011 & & & 1T, SEHVER.
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