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First Musician.
Motionless under the moon-beam,
Up to his feathers in the stream;
Although fish leap, the white heron
Shivers in a dumbfounded dream.
Second Musician.
God has not died for the white heron.
Third Musician.
Although half famished he’ll not dare
Dip or do anything but stare

Upon the glittering image of a heron,



That now is lost and now is there.
Second Musician.

God has not died for the white heron.
First Musician,

But that the full is shortly gone

And after that is crescent moon,

It’s certain that the moon-crazed heron

Would be but fishes’ diet soon.
Second Musician.

God has not died for the white heron.
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Lonely the sea-bird lies at her rest,

Blown like a dawn-blenched parcel of spray
Upon the wind, or follows her prey

Under a great wave’s hollowing crest.

God has not appeared to the birds.

The ger-eagle has chosen his part
In blue deep of the upper air
Where one-eyed day can meet his stare;

He is content with his savage heart.



God has not appeared to the birds.

But where have last year’s cygnets gone?

The lake is empty; why do they fling
White wing out beside white wing?
What can a swan need but a swan?

Good has not appeared to the birds.
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