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Academic Knowledge:
The Relationship between “Gakumon” and “Kenkyu”

This paper distinguishes “gakumon” (learning/scholarship) from
“kenkyu” (research). While research explains facts, “gakumon” is
the creative act of expressing one's profound impressions, akin to
creating art. The prevailing confusion between these terms in
academia is problematic. Universities, meant for “gakumon,”
increasingly prioritize “useful” research, leading to evaluations based
on efficiency rather than deeper inquiry. The author argues that
research gains meaning only when paired with “gakumon’—asking
fundamental questions like “what is useful?” Without this, research
becomes self-serving. They advocate for universities to rediscover
“gakumon,” where individual research contributes to a broader quest

for understanding.
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