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My first visit to Japan took place in 2011 during the
annual meeting of Herpetological Society of Japan held
in Kyoto and visited the Kyoto University Museum for
the first time. This event marked the beginning of my
academic connection with Kyoto University and provided
the opportunity for my first international presentation on
rhacophorid frogs from Vietnam. In 2012, I was awarded
JSPS RONPAKU Program for a three-year to get PhD
entitled "Systematic Study of Rhacophorids in Vietnam",
and work closely with leading Japanese herpetologists,
including Prof. Masafumi Matsui, Prof. Tsutomu Hikida,
and Prof. Akira Mori in Kyoto University, which helped
shape my expertise in taxonomy, morphology, and
evolutionary biology, laying a solid foundation for my
future scientific career.

During RONPAKU Program, I participated in the
International Symposium on Asian Vertebrate Species
Diversity with representatives from ten countries across
Asia, and I received the Best Presentation Award at 2nd
Symposium in 2012 in Kyoto. I also joined extensive field
surveys in Nagano and Okinawa, gaining valuable insights
into field methodologies and species documentation. |
completed my PhD in March 2015, and returned to Kyoto
University again from April to September 2016, as a
Visiting Associate Professor.

Our partnership continued to strengthen. In 2019, I and
Professor Motokawa received CGF program grant from
the Nagao Natural Environment Foundation. This two-year
collaboration led to the discovery and description of two
new species and supported the training of a Vietnamese
PhD student, contributing significantly to scientific
capacity building in Vietnam.

Building upon this success, we now carry 2 projects
for 3 years (2022-2025) on vertebrate species diversity
in Vietnam: VAST-JSPS Bilateral Joint Research

10

Project and a Project supported by the Nagao Natural
Environment Foundation. These projects have resulted in
ten international publications and supported the training of
master and PhD students and postdocs from Vietnam and
Japan.

To foster strong collaboration, I come to the Kyoto
University Museum as a Visiting Associate Professor this
time. In this visit, I gave a seminar talk and am making
collaboration research and academic exchange with
researchers and students in Japan. International scientific
partnerships are crucial for advancing biodiversity research,
strengthening research capacity, and nurturing the next
generation of scientists. The sustained cooperation between
Vietnam and Japan continues to generate new knowledge,
expand scientific understanding, and create meaningful
opportunities for young researchers in both countries.

G HEE FANWIFZEE NGUYEN, Tao Thien)

Scientific seminar at the Kyoto University Museum
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