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1. FCHIC

ELUANBANANANTEOR T, T IANVEDOEE T T /N — VTR S
NTWa FEFSE (BLF. 2O FNMAS% UB 2 A/VEELMESR) T,
BWREO /il L Jel DAL, H—0DFHE /i/ kot Ebh T,
FTORIMWE LT, le/ ThHoT-bDON [i] EREFEND LV EFNEE
NEFLEN TS, LML, UBEYILEOFEEOHTICE [e] ZRET
HZEEHEBND IO THY, BITHRIZETON TS [FFRNFE] 12X
SN ED,

AKFETIE, EEELEi L e DI =< AT ZEOEOEEHE O EMN
O, MBEICE-TIL A/ & Je/l OFWBEZ LT, /o/ ZFELTNDHZ &
ZoRT,

2. RITHAR
2.1. HF - SHRMAImE

M66mod and Monx-Amgalan (1982: 82) |, (UB &> I /GEZE G Tr) i
NIUNFEIZBWT, i, e PHFEICXKH ENR2NWToD 1 DOFERITR T
EERE L. Bl & LT iljig - eljig ¢ A1X). belceel - bilgeel (). bije - beje
() ZFIF VWD,

Svantesson (2003), Svantesson et al. (2005) (X5 &, BHRED I & eld
UB &V IAGEICEBWT, EEEEFIXT 208, %BE LT [i] &L
eans,

AEOBEICHZD  2L0EFHEENLREARARIAL FEVEREWE, 2212
FLLCHEGH A L L 2, RBAIIT., BAFIFRBES NI BENE GREE
524 - 5181) B X OVISPS B 12]05181 OBk =% F72b D TH 5,
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(1) ...there is no short e in colloquial Ulan Bator Khalkha in this position <i.e.
the initial syllable>. Short e and i are distinguished in writing, but they have
merged to [i] in the spoken language,...

(Svantesson 2003: 155-156, < > WITZEHIZ L D)

(2) Auditory analysis as well as the intuition of native speakers suggests that the
short vowels written with the Cyrillic letters u <i> and 3 <é¢> (usually the
reflexes of Old Mongolian *; and *e) have merged to a vowel with the
quality [i] in Ulaanbaatar Halh. (Svantesson et al. 2005: 6)

Svantesson et al. (2005) (2 Xk B &, /i/ & Je/ AWML, H—DOREEH
fil 2o TWnb, — 5T, REED le/ ZERNTHY ., /i) L O/
[Z72vy, LLFIZ UB & FLEE NEWﬁ%mTo&k\uT?iﬁi%
ZEREOEKEE L TERILT D,

(3) Vowel phonemes in initial syllables’

short long diphthongs
iu ii uu ui

(§] ($1¢6] ol

0 ee 00
ao aa 20 ai oi

(Svantesson et al. 2005: 22 (2))

Janhunen (2012: 33-34) L REIAERIC, /i/ & Je/ 1T UBE > IFEIZEB T
A TONE THERMIC /i/[i] AL, EFEELTWD,

PLEDEITHZEICHES &, (4) OFIIFEEETIT I L elckdI=~
RTEZFOETHLHIN, T - TFMICEFATERETCHL Z LT D,

(4) ix /ix/ [ix] {RKZV) — ex /ix/ [ix] (&)
xil /xil/ [xik] (BEF) — xel /xil/ [xik] (F « Fik)

' Svantesson et al. (2005) I, % 1 HFHi L H 2 THLUB TRARLIHERREZHE oL E
BELTWDN, AFMTIEZIOMBEIZIEIDbALT, MEBEICEDL TR SRR Z
FFo L ET 5,
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22, RIEIZKHHIR

i L eZMOERTHDLEMELTH, ZHLOLOREDOBNDAEIZI
HTORIERH 5, BARMICIE, §,8 8 (BHEEEESTB XLOEES) ©
ERICHEREE e NBND 2 LT <, iM8ND, — T, zc,s (HEMK
HERBLOEEET) OERZRICITERET I8N 2 0872, e BNBND,
(WTHOHE BN KELIRS,) B, EFETIE, EF0MRICED
LTED LD BROAITTE > T D (Ariunjargal 2012),

Old Mongolian (2 (Z9% ¥ 2 A #8 5 *), *¢ MNAFAE L, o 2R MRHRH 2, ¢ 1347
TEL72ino T2 3 %y, *¢ 3 1 IO REE DRITC 2, ¢ 1272 2 284k (Bl 1 #H1k)
D Z 2722 EICED, UBEVINGED ], EDEKZICIT L, z, c DERKIC
el WINMMICHR-TZE ENDB2,

(5) a. *jim > jim (€ 4) *Jem > zem (1)
b. *¢iki-n > ¢ix (H) *Ceke > cex (F T <72)

TN HITERFIICIE, THRFEREEIC L - TEREMIT bz s o521k
LR E D,

F 72, Old Mongolian (235 TH KB E */s/ 1T, *i O AT TITHEHE 2%
FEERE 3], THRUANADONMETIE *s] LWIHIRFEF-> i
(Svantesson et al. 2005: 202),

(6) */sira/ [§ira] &\ ) */sara/ [sara] ()

L LB UBEYINETIE, 1,6,8E z,e,sODWWThbHEHERELT
MOLND, ZDOZ LT (T DEOIBRI=~ AT THIRES N D,

(7) a.jar €60) — zar (iEFN)
b. ¢adax ( T& %) — cadax (JlilE9 %)
c. Sar (E ) — sar (H)

L7emdo T, BEmIcix 1, ¢, s/ S BREED 1 ORFICIE), ¢, § THA,

PHISEHOIDNERETAOREORELZ T TCELTEENI VbW AT D
N oTMER, JOBERICIUANAOEERIENLIHALH D (Firum > joram
HI) 72 8) 28, 1 & e DA i&;i@%ébw@mt&b I TEEbRY, kB,
i OPHACE L CIREER (19815 1982) 2B anzu,
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BTSN e DFFICIZ 2,0,s THNDJ EBZXDHRETEHRW 4,88 @
ﬁ WZIX 123, /z,c,8/ DEZICIT e NBND | EMIRTHRXTHD,

DX,y 88 (BEH M EMEE S LOBEEE) ., z,c,s (REMET
BLOBEEHEE) OERLWVWIFEDMEDOAIZENTTIEH LM, FF i,
e AR L. HREAEENMEV, Zo b, /i) Ll KAWL L
BEXH—KRITRVED,

23. Ph

MR E (1994) Tiﬁﬁ%/:ﬁﬂ/ LR ] (X, B AAEAALANFED
FEErRHLEE L, ZEELEELZORL LR T DD, B GE
TiFEideZffFo 1 DDE] CiﬂLL’C\ INIUNFET2O00RH L ERT
TWAEANRH D, (8) IZZFDH D% R~T,

8) m~unFERML E QU S S
iljig ~ eljig *eljige-n (AL
nileed ~ neleed *neliyed 72 )
isgex ~ esgex *isgekii (REgsE5) °

THODOENINNAANTET /i & Jel DAL TRBINZAL 20 | EEE
EFELRFNREZ>TWAZEEZmTHO 1 >THD,

3. MR

ATEI CIX. UB £ TVEEICIT Je/ DWW Z & & TR, XET 5 1T
Feh T, L L, AMIZUBEYIANAGEIC /il & Je/ OXSENRRNDD
Dy, LLF O RTINS,

B—lo, DR EBEZFELTIE, i L elliD2I=~vAXT0b 5D,
22FIT/ARLIZE DT, 1 L e lIFEDOREIZBW THE oM Z KT O T,
=T IE Ry, L L, ERUADOAE TIED & e DTN
BEnBgs0T, I=vAXTEFD0TH D, Ko, FRIEESCESR O E
BEEEE x OEZICBWVWT i L e DRHINR IS ABINLD, 9) ITI =/
7 O R,

PREEL, ZofliTiNe Db VD HE TH DD, Svantesson et al. (2005)
Janhunen(2012) DR L mMERNTHD, ZOXIRFALLENLTH 5,
Y 9) 1T T 2 =< L27%, Demberel et al. (eds.) (2012) DRI & LI L TV
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(9) bileg (%) — beleg  (Wv#) — bilig®  (m)
id (BEo &) — ed (A PED)
ileg (Ax— FE) — eleg G ik )

im (FEOHIZSF5HM) — em (&

ir (G — er €5 - HED
irex koM — erex (§73em
irgen (MR — ergen  (BREL)
isgex (HEBEEZIHED) — esgex (Frd )
is (B~ F) — €8 (&%)

ix (R — ex CRED

xil (BEH) — xel (=)
Xir (=) — xer CBRF)

Flolel BB LTZEBZLBME LT, 2) ITHEFMEE ([I] &
HEHEIND) EREFREOEBEBPFTONTHAEN, TNICHEMNED,
2 ANGEORE R CTH H Sambuudorf (2012) 2k D L, EEEEe &
EINDILDOITIFEEALEDEA [e] TEEEIND, (10c) DX T [i] T
HKESINDELHDIN, TV THD,

(10) a. ed [ed] (M PE)
b. ner [ner] {4 i)
c. xer [xer, xir] (BR5L)

4. MEAZE

EFEELIELTZ e 2 b 0P ERICEDIIITREINTEY, WH
WEFMNRRSIN S DNENEHLNIT LD, i tellkdbI=<
RT7 EFFOmEHWTHELZITo -, AEEZEIT 9) TR LEGERE (12
FL2558) Iz, DD, BRAOZRXINEN S D /i, lee/ 128D =
IR T RO (1) IZRT 48 8 58) ., BLOERLE I =~ X7 % £

D, ZOFOHFITIE, DRFEE (1994) T2EVORHLFETHNLD ) ko7
m%~%§iﬂfwé

S22 EMUKBICBITA i e DI ARTIEEFICOR N, Lh, B2 5
DO i FEMOTEEZOZTDLIEVIEENRD Y | BEICITEEORER W TIEHZ
WEWIERLHD, T THEI=~AXTOHE L TEFEN, UFTIEE 1 F
HoOHIZHEB L, beleg il T 258U I =~ A XT L LTHEI,
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SFF ((12) [CRT 2/ 43) O 3TETH 5,

(11) biir (%) — beer (~-A /)
iy (HHoH~) — tees  (fr#m)
xii  (&UED — xee  (FEER)
xiil (AN AAV ) — xeel  (BHE)
(12) iruulex ©RE®E2) — eruul  (fERE)
diilex (o) — deel  (FINVREMR)

AT x—<2 b MIUT o= Vg (EEOIEERE (16 7% ~28 %)
54TCTHDH, A 77—~ NI, FIALLFTEPNLEOY A NE R
R HEEEHA LT, VANI 2 OBAESIN, T ENHEESR 37 55
EXI—DFEI0FEDF 6TRENT VX LIRS TND, UARDEY
A NOIFBLAINEF N R0, WTFROU AR THI =~ AT IHY A
DRVWEDICEE L, i & e ZEMWICXAT 2R E TE HMRD PR
L7z, 72, 1 ODFEICHE, B TOFA LT &, ¥ U 7 XIEEZA
NTOFAH B iThbiviz, #MIILLTo®Y Th b,

UA MO (BAIAF : isgex, ex, restoran, ergen...)
¥ U7 xXO® :bid gej bicsen (FA7- B1X EENE)
NEFF © A CoFEA i (isgex) =% % U 7 LI AN TOREA BT (bid
isgex gej biSsen) — IR DFEAZ HIM THiA LT (ex) —=F v U 7 LI AN T
wt A 1 (bid ex gej bicsen) — IR DFEZ HAM THEA LS+ - -

s (DAFOKET)

!
U A @ (FEHINEF : xel, i, xiil, strategi...)
X ¥ U7 XLO® : minii duu ___ gej xelsen (FLD BT LEo7)

NEFF : B CoFEA BT (xel) =% v U 7 T AN TOFHEA LT (minii duu
xel gej xelsen) —RDFEZ BHM TH A LT (18) —F v U7 T AN TR
A 1 (minii duu i§ gej xelsen) — iR D&k & M THEA LT - - -

- - (URAMOKET)

LieRoT, TRENOEIT4EIBEEFIND,



UBEVINGED | & e DA

5. RERRE
51. ®RFH

i L e DEFTICHONVTIE., MAEND D,

2 DFETeZ [i] ERETHMAENBY . ZIVUXLITHREDFERHIE Y
Th D,

(13) ex [ix] (&)
esgex [isgex] (E W3 %)

L, 2OXIRFEETH, & TCDETex [i] EEEFT I TIEA
W, ex [e] EEREFTIHELD D,

i, I FEAEDFETex [e] EHRETHHEEA LW, DEV, ZDFF
FiX ik e ZAMITETELT, KllAHL2bD0LLTERELTEY,
FATHIEDFER L 1T R 5,

(14) im [im] (F&EDOHIZ>F 5 HEI) — em [em] ()
xir [xir] #2) — xer [xer] ([R5

WHEiITIE. e & [i] ERETHDHMICHDEEE (1 & e DXBINBHPEE T
WEEE) 14 L. [e] ERETTHHEAICHIFESE (& e 2XBITHHEH)
14D T7x b~y FEEBEL, MEDOEETOENZEBIIRTS,

52. ALY MG

5.2.1. ¥I&

TANT Y FatiE, WTFDO XS RFIETIThbiviz,

+ praat (Boersma and Weenink 2012) Z T, 7 /b~ bz 57 5 X
WA ED, KEMOBEIREMICR S 225000, HEE B E
ERFOHMIHARNT ERE. EZNOHIZEOSHEHIEEDOREN AL LN D
DEMOFRE BT 40~ FRLEL T DHEs 2 IKEE L
oo THiEFEORE) AR LEDOIX, BEOHBERBE LUK THE
FICBW T, 7 /b~ b= intensity DL N KE WS TH 5,

cRHHIXKE O 7 v~y FEGHL B 17 pr~ b (F1) &2 740

SV 3IANDT =X IFEBT LN, BBLFRARLEZ2L40THOBKMEE RS 5,
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<~ b (F2) OfRfE Z5HE L7,
B LEFlE R0 REEEIC, EEELITHLIBLDE e THDL D
DORNCERN B 5 EHE LT,

522. pHERD: i &L e ORBIMNBABRTHVEEDES

AREITIX, i & e DRBIBHBRTRVESR (17t - BRE) o7+
Ny N ORE R AR,

FI. BEENR LN D it eeD TN~ MEKT S,

3000
2950 X
X
2900 X
X X X % x
2850 X
m xX @ %
a 2800 X X D—*—ﬁm % _
2750 g O 2 o a -
9 i1
700 5 thH =
2650 o Dee
=
2600 2
2550 T T T T T 1
300 350 400 450 500 550 600
F1

1:ii & ee D7 N~ ME

17225, ii X F1 MEL F2 8@\ (D F W FL & F2 0N K& W) fH
2BV, eelTii ITHRTFINEL F22MEW (F1 & F2 OZEDN/NE W)
MIZH D Z ENFmARN D, FEtMIZIiX, FIIEIE 5% KETHEZN 20
(p=.06) 23, F2fE. F2 & F1 @7 (F2-F1) \[ZIEMFIHIRAEEENH D
(p<.01), ULDFERNL, il & eelTHEFRBRRBINPH DL Z LB, 7+
= MENSHER ST,
WIC, HBREEiteD 7~ MEZETRT,

T LR LIRS A B B D 72D, B Tl 2e < i & vz,
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F2

23R T L DI,

MEIZENDHDNE I e D, K33,

3000

2950

2900
2850

2800

2750
2700

2650

2600

2550

300

TW5d,

1 bileg, bilig
2 id

3 ileg

4 im

5 ir

6 irgen

7 iruulex
8 irex

9 isgex
10 ix

11 s

12 xil

13 xir

400 450 500

F1

550

X2:1tedD7 L~ MA

600

TNy MEIZEFTR LR,

WIZ, FI=~XT BlzlEixtex) IO TCT,itedD 7L<
S =< X7 D F2-F1 Off % k.
WLIEbDTHD, B 1~13 OFfEIZ, TNENLLTOT TG L

(Bt&) (s<m)
(E - &)

(A =— KNH)
(FZEOHIZOT 2 B
(SSp)

Q=W
Cks®2)
ko)
(EBE=E2)
(RxEv)
(H->F)
(B

()

— beleg
— ed
— eleg
— em
— er
— ergen
— eruul
— erex
— esgex

— €X

— xel

— Xer

§: D
(S E)

CIF fige )
(&)

(F - )
(B
(D
($7Se AV
(BWr 4 %)
CRED
(A

(& - 538
QIR
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2500
2450 +—2 =
2400
2350 % A% x—m A -0 £ oy X

~ 2300 A%;;Eﬁ;;giggggggggggﬁ B 5 8 2

= x O g ¥ = X X O X

1, 2250 1 0 a EPAiiAA}AAEAAE

& 2200 S
2150 5 x X _x  xi
2100 me
2050 5]
2000 T T T T T T T T T T T 1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
=<7

3: =T O F2-F1 OfEO b

K3k, TNZFNOI =T TiteZ DL HWHBEIZKE LT
WOENEEL TS, FTHEERITA4BTORESINTNDIOT, £ =
CNARTIZHLTi,e TNTN4DTOENBN > THDBHS,

PO =2~ RTEZRTH i & e lTHLMLRBEWITIAON W, £/,
EDOXIRFE (D WITRE) Tek [i] ERFTLTWDEIBITo&D L
RN,

UEDT7 N~ NaHORRNG, ZOFEENI & e ZXBIL TV
WZ LN TH D,

523. 9HBERQ: ikt e DEAUARHIEFEDES

TANTY RO ENTH, ik e ZRBILTND LR TE DaE
MWz, ZOFEE (16 B - @A) OISR EARH THT,

FP. FEMRTLELNDHD i L eeD T H I~ MERLKT S,

ErEr L. RERAINEIERIORSER TV AR,
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2500

2400

Xo ¥ W
2300 * X

& 2200 X *m
=

2100

X1

2000 Oee

1900 T T T T \
250 300 350 400 450 500

K4:iiLeedD7 v ME

475,01 & ee ITHLMNICTZ AN MNIERDDZ ENDND, ii
T F1 MELS F2 3@ (DFEYD F1 & F20ZENPRKEV) OIZXK L, ee i
iR TFL 23 E < F2 BMEW (F1 & F2 OEN/NESW), ZOEEDT
— X TlX, FIfE, F2fl. F2 & F1 ®# (F2-F1) O Wb AN AEE
ZNHD (p<.01), ZHE, —MKIW7ZR [i] & [e] DEINTEET D (Reetz
and Jongman 2009), L EDOFERNG | il & ee ITITHFMRXBNNH D Z
&R S T,

WIZ, ik eDHHIZBDL, KSIE, il eD 7~ MaEZRL T
5o

2500
2400 X
X
2300 X
oy X X5 X
=
& 9900 - x X
B o xx |_‘—_|__|
2100 5 X1
DDEDD O He
2000 .
1900 : : : : :
250 300 350 400 450 500
F1

H5:itedD7FHNL~2 ME
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ERHICHREZE, o740~y MEOERIZRHLIZS WA, i
L e lTHRT R PEWERICH D | FEIICIE S WKETHEERD D
(p=.015), F2 &£ FI OEIZ LM REREZN AL LN (p<.01), —JF
T, FIOMEIZITHEEENRA LN (p=.314),

CORREEDLIICRDIRETHA D), I, BRAF i, ee &k
BT He, il eDEOT7 4~ 2 FOETHAKTIEARS, FIIKEL TX
Mt e B EEZNHTW 2Ry, L L, F2 IZB L I aEEN
H Ty %, Svantesson etal. (2005:6) (2L D&, iL edFl & F2OfEIZIX
5 %KMETHHMNZ2AEEN WY (F21E, FHICE-sTE e NAEICH
W F2 OfixFED) LA TEY, KHEORRELITELRD, 2FV,
Svantesson et al. (2005) @ [[i] & [e] ZXBIL T E W) FHEFE]
I, KEDO F2 OFMFFIAEEICL > THESIND,

WIZ, HEI=~nAXTEILDOT 3~ MEDGHITICE D, 6 1%,
R=<AXTOF-FIOEZEBELZLDOTH D Ao 1~13 O E I,
AIfiCRLEbDERUETHD, (LLTFICHETS,)

1 bileg, bilig () (Em) — beleg (B )

2 id (BEo &) — ed (o FED

3 ileg (AT — FHE) — eleg QM)

4 im (FEOHIZHTBHA)  — em &9

5 ir (G — er € - 1)
6  irgen QGHE — ergen  (BREL)

7 iruulex CkEwE2) — eruul  (fEEE)

8  irex (k5 — erex (B3

9  isgex (EEESE2) — esgex (W 5)
10 ix R — ex CRED
118 (B~ F) — € (FEAD

12 xil (BEH — xel (F - S8
13 xir (¢ — xer (BR 5D

— 100 —
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2050
2000
1950 g X

X

X

X
1900 m
1850 -

=
1800 B2 _ B X x

F2-F1

| B -
1750 m A= : g B =
1700 g g o ° ] X1
1650 B Be
1600 g
1550 T T T T T T T T T T T T 1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
=T

6 : X =</LXT D F2-F1 DfEO LLifg

Bla2%F %L, Mo 4 (im/em ®L7) Tlid, 4BEORFTOLETICEH
WTC, imDIEH> N em LV B F2-FI BMEWZ Enbd, —FH., BiEho 3
(ileg / eleg D7) TiL, elegDFEEFEN 1 BT LICRESSRRD T LN
RTHERND,

ileg / eleg DXT DX HIT, RHIBHOLNTRWEIG H D, £ 7
BWTHER I DG e lCH_XTF2-FI OENEL 0 & e ZXBI LTV D EE
FMaAl z B,

PLb, REICIE, &SI 2T ] & [e] ZRBILTWDHZ %R, 7
N~ bDOEEHWTRLT,

6. ERLSBRODEE

FATHFZETIX, TUB BV IAGETIE /i/ & Je/ AW LIZI L& T
DN ARORERBEPOIERICAEWLIZIEITEVENZ ERNb2 D,

fil L Jel N T5EAI] AL T /i/[i] oD THIE, e/ 1TEHE
HEk o257, [e] BT LZLE2WETTHL, LrL,
EEEDO e ZIFEF—HLT [e] THRETIMEENGFET D, £/, 5.1 H
THRRRZEHIZ, ZLDFETe % [i] ERETIHHEETHL, ETCOET
e [i] ERETD2DITTIERL, [e] THRETIHLHALD D,

S 52, Svantesson et al. (2005) <X° Janhunen (2012) 2342/~ L 7= [/e/ [e]
ROV W) BRI EZBRTNTLZT 2B E 0 —2bb, T
T, ARFEORET THDH, AEKiED ek [i] LEETIHHEETH., HKiE

— 101 —
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TIHZ L DOHFE [e] WHBT D, (15 X, ARHATHF I —0iEL LTH
WHNTAKETH D,

(15) restoran [restdra(:)n] L A K7 )
rekord [reko(:)rd] (FC &%)

Svantesson (2004), Svantesson et al. (2005) & LALiX, T4 /i/[i] THH
T THLIH, FHEOREICINIE, IS [[] TIHERL [e] TEES
no, ZO%HEL., e 2ROV ET2 & [e] BWHBLT HEMZH
HT&ER<{o>TLZE I,

L, 22T iR IEHA LTRETH D O T, EEHEOREN
M7z EEL R ETERY, IFELEETIT I & e ZRMLARWA, EFE
ETebEPNTWVOREIX BRI [e] EFtlel LW AIEEMETH D,
LML, mE2EFRCEZLNA TV REELTYH, FHEHICE > TE [e] A
BENHDEXFEETH S,

AT TERTIZEHELENTERNVLOO BRE /i & el i
HLELEXMAH D, BRIZITER L TWARW) EFEET D, 2720, Je/ B
M ZEWRLD2DOH D Z LITMEVWRLS, EFEICIDIXARHEAEIZE
STRBBRIENTWDERTHDEZZbND, 5%, GRNBED LD
RMAE—RTEDODLIICHEATHSONERENS,

Fo [e] BRETHEFEEN UB EL INAEICEDL 5V DEE THAE
THON, FBEEICLDZEBNCHNREREITZH L0005 EIZ OV TIX
RSN T W, 5H%IZZO L) 2B EZIY ANTREICI A, X5
EFRHOWZVWHE, BLOBERERICED2MEORMNLOT 7 a—F B4 EH
Th b,

— 102 —
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The merger between /i/ and /e/ in UB Mongolian

Naoki UETA

Abstract

Some previous studies have shown that short /i/ and /e/ have merged to /i/
[1] in Ulaan Baatar Khalkha Mongolian (UB Mongolian), though these are still
distinguished in writing. However, it is questionable whether all speakers of this
language pronounce the vowel written with the Cyrillic letter <e> as not [e] but
[1].

In this study, I analyze the pronunciation of words such as ix ‘big’ and ex
‘mother’, which form minimal pairs from an orthographical point of view and
which should have become homophonous according to previous studies. This
survey reveals that i and e are clearly distinguished by some speakers. This fact
is supported by an analysis of formant frequencies. In addition, while it is true
that some speakers tend to pronounce <e> as [i], such speakers do not pronounce
all <e> as [i], especially in loanwords. This finding suggests that /e/ [e] is still
present in UB Mongolian.

I conclude that /i/ and /e/ have not completely merged yet and that there is
still a distinction between /i/ and /e/, though this distinction may be supported

by orthography.
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