while negative interaction is visible when the
dispute settled by one setting is reversed by the
other, which is particularly the case in the formal
structure. This negative interaction not only
undermines the role of indigenous institutions
for dispute settlements, but also duplicates the
dispute settlement process. Thus, it would be
advantageous both to the formal structures (which

are usually too stretched to deal with all their
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areas of responsibility) and to the disputants,
if the decisions related to land disputes by the
indigenous institutions are fully recognized and
respected. Recognizing and strengthening the
power of indigenous institutions for dispute
settlement would also help alleviate the problems
of bribery and false testimony that characterize

the formal settings.
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