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A Study of Changes on Desirable Characteristics for
New University Graduates Looking for Job in Japan:
Comparative Analysis in 1971, 1986 and 2001

IWAWAKI Chihiro

This study attempts to clarify the changes in the image of desirable characteristics
while hiring new university graduates in Japan after the rapid economic growth, based
on the history of merit system management and on Martin Trow's theory about a
college-going rate. I have utilized articles from job-placement magazines for recruitment
in 1971, 1986 and 2001. First, I encoded words and phrases included in the companies’
recruiters' comments for hiring new graduates. Second, I checked for changes in the
frequency of items up to the 30th place of each year. Finally, I analyzed the
combination-pattern of items that appeared within the 15th place in any of the year,
using Hayashi's Statistical Methodll. The major findings are as follows: (1) Items that
rank high only for a single year reflect the employment management system in fashion.
(2) Analyzing items by Hayashi's Statistical MethodIll, two dimensions of the image of
desirable new employees; 'Appearance vs. Performance' and 'Ability for achieving own
task vs. Ability for solving problem' are found. Using the data, the items are

categorized into 'Ambition’, 'Problem achievement ability', and ' Cheerfulness'.



