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A Study of Hu Shih’s Theory of Language Education: Focusing on the
Modern Vernacular Chinese Movement

ZHENG Guxin

The purpose of this paper is to explore the language education theory of Hu Shih(1891-1962),
focusing on the modern vernacular Chinese movement. Hu Shih’s theory of vernacular Chinese
and literary innovation have played a critical role in the development of language education in
China since 1917. This paper examines “freedom of thought and liberation of spirit”, a literary
reform that Hu Shih organized. He was standing in the position of being opposed to
“formalism”. By asserting “literature of language, language of literature,” Hu Shih tried to
connect living literature in vernacular Chinese to the formation process of living language.
Furthermore, Hu Shih has contributed not only to the theory of literature and language
education but also to the policy and practice of language education reform. Accordingly,
“Freedom of thought and liberation of spirit” in the modern vernacular Chinese movement for
which Hu has aimed is embodied in the purpose and teaching methods of language education
in secondary education. Hu Shih questioned the lack of logic in classical Chinese literature,

and aimed to improve students’ logical thinking and imagination in literature.
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