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DISCOVERY OF NOVA CYGNI 3. (Observatory, No. 556)

rentlemen,
Sinee I had the “horowr of being one of the independent discoverers

of Nova Aquilae (1918). I ha'e, while watching for meteors, pursued the
work of sarching for new stars also. On ‘August 20 the night was very
clear, and at g:30 G M. T. I noticed a star iu Cygnus{of about 3} mag.)
whizh I could not remember to have geen before, tliough the positions of
naked-eye stiurs in the N. hemisphere are familiar to me. I obtained the
rough place of the suspected object as R. A. 299° Dec. N. 531°, and on
reference to my celestial glole, atlases, ard catalogues quite failed to iden-
tify the star——in fact, the position I egsigned {o it seemcd wv:cant on
the charts etc. I therefore cogcluded it to be'a rova and notified -the
Astronomer Royal and Frof.  Turner by means of telegrams and postcards.

On the previous right, Aur. 19, I had been observing the ssme region
for 2 hours (1oh to 124 G. M. T.), but saw nothing of any strange object
The night was not good, however ; the stars were slightly dimmied by mist,
and I might cesily have overlcoked the mova had it been fainter than
mag. 4.

The brightness of the nova has' shown considerable. increase since the
night of discovery, my oleervations being as under :—-—-
Sky clear.

Avg. 20....... mag. 3. 5
2Lenenens mag, 3. 3 feen only through openings in swiftly passing
clouds and value doubtful.
22.00un mag. 2. 8 Sky pretty clear
23iennes mag. 2. 2 Sky quite clear at times. (Mean of 3 observa-

tions during the night.)
Aug. 24 was overcast and not a star visible.
I presume that, asg new stars appeared in Cygnus in 1600 (Jansen)
end in 1876 (Sehmidt), the present nova will be called Nova Cygni IIL:
I am, Gentleman,
Yours {aithfully,
W. F. Denning.
Buistol, 1920, Aug 25.

Nova Aquila: % PEgii ——meteors : JiE———new stary: FE——0G M. T.
)y =5 Pk g GEE i, Greenwich Mean Time opg—Cygnus: B F
JE 3 imag : =44 naked-eye stars: AR TRe2E—

N. Hemisphere : Jh2=k
#2, D.clination Omg
nova: ZE(ER)
E O 4 —region : KO—F

celestial globe : Tk —catalogues : JHFR——
Astrononer Royal: JMERH-L Ry Y =+ K&
dimmed : 3 ¥y { Ti—mist:

observation : Jj——lear: B§— Mean: Zui—overcast: Z&—Nova -

Cyeni III: B PR =R

R. A : #:#&%, Right Ascension Om% Dec.: 5%

seasssnne

[NTP.

A

W= EE)

(x



