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FACTOR STRUCTURE WHICH MAKES STREETS VIBRANT WITH PEOPLE
—BASED ON FIELD SURVEY OF KYOTO, SEOUL AND FLORENCE

Dongwook PARK, Dai NAKAGAWA, Ryoji MATSUNAKA and Tetsuharu OBA

Recently, there has been some tendency to restrain the flow of automobiles and to promote pedestrian
zones to encourage vibrancy at the central areas in several cities of the world. However, it is not clear
which factors make vibrancy high on the street and how they are related. Therefore, we performed a field
survey and gathered data about the number of pedestrians and various environmental factors in the central
areas of Kyoto, Seoul and Florence and devised a Structural Equation Model for each.

As a result, pedestrian vibrancy rate is positively related to environmental factors on streets which
make them feel safe and comfortable; pedestrian zone, arcade and commodity store. However, it is nega-
tively related to parking lots and parked vehicles. In the Structural Equation Model, the condition of
walking space as a latent variable has a direct positive effect on vibrancy rate, common to both cities.
Moreover, it has an indirect influence on the existence of parking in Kyoto. Results showed that facilities
for pedestrians are essential to make a central area vibrant with people.
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