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The Space of the Emperor—On the Imperial Capital Poems of Tang Taizong

Ling-yun CHANG

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Fapan

Supmary This paper focuses on Tang Taizong's Dijingpian {Imperial Capital Poems ), discusses the
allusion of the poems and explores the deeper meaning of the contents. The series of the poems * Dijingpian”
not only described the palace and the activitics of the emperor, but alse conveyed moralization and teaching in
ideal in the ending section. These poems depicted the “space”in which the emperor lived, starting from the
palace routines, and ending with a yearning for Fengshan ceremony. In such power space, Tang Taizong’s
Dijingpian displays the performance and the prospect by an emperor, who was conscious of being a
“monarch”, which means he attempted to state his ambition in the backdrop where he was in. Such ambition
and life in the palace can only be experienced by these with the emperor status, thus it is in concord with the
title "Dijing”, which means the capital of emperor.





