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The Bidirectionality of Source /Goal

in the Causality /Purpose Expressions:
With Special Reference to “Tameni”

Yasumi (Yamanashi) Soda

Abstract

Japanese word "tameni” is ambiguous in that it means both <purpose> and <cause/reason>. Typically,
"tameni” co-occurs with non-perfective tense marker (“—ru”) when it expresses <purpose>, while it co-
occurs with perfective tense marker (“—ta”) when it expresses <cause/reason>. There are some ambiguous
cases, however, in which “tameni” co-occurs with “-ru”. In the previous studies of Japanese linguistics, no
attempt has been made to give a natural account of semantically ambiguous phenomena of this kind. The
main objective of the present paper is on the one hand to explain this ambiguity in a natural way and on the

other hand to predict the bidirectionality of source and goal in the causality and purpose expressions.

(Part-time lecturer, The International Center, The Organization for the Promotion of International Relations,

Kyoto University)

42





