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Yamato and the Barbarians and the Ritsuryo State: Changes in the
Archaeological Culture and Borders of States and Peoples

by
Fujisawa Atsushi

In the Tohoku region during the Kofun period, the kofun cultural sphere, based
on agricultural, had spread through southern Tohoku and Epi-Jomon cultural
sphere, based on hunting and gathering, had spread through northern Tohoku. In
terms of distribution of various archaeological artifacts, the territorial boundaries of
the two spheres gradually overlapped and no exclusive boundary can be recog-
nized. After the 7th century, there was a switch to a society based on agriculture
in northern Tohoku as well, but disparate forms of earthenware and burial mounds
in southern and northern Tohoku also continued to exist. With the exception of
forts, archaeological artifacts in the borderlands, which displayed gradual change,
also spread following the 7th century, but there was no clear boundary line. The
ancient ritsuryo state, which was formed during the period from this 7th to 8th
century, chiefly regarded the people of northern Tohoku as an alien, barbarian
people. The border between the barbarians and the people of Yamato (Japanese),
who can be assumed from written sources, has been established in the most im-
precise location when compared to the distribution of archaeological artifacts. The
borders of the ancient ritsuryo state correspond to archaeological artifacts directly
related to political rule, such as forts; and by carefully considering of the character
of such artifacts, it has become possible to consider the boundaries of the state.
However, the boundary between the people of Yamato and the barbarians does
not correspond to the distribution of archaeological artifacts that represent the dai-
Iy life of the peoples. This fact indicates the impossibility of explaining the dif-
ferences between the barbarians and the people of Yamato from an essentialist
approach that posits cultural unity. The culture within the territory of the kofun
cultural sphere and that of the ritsuryo state contains was fundamentally heter-
ogeneous, and no clear cultural unity existed. Only by recognizing the other as an
alien culture and as barbarian, can one first construct a unity when this cognition is
used in contrast. This being the case, the questions regarding the boundary be-
tween the people of Yamato and the barbarians, such as where and how it was
formed, are characterized by a fundamental arbitrariness. Therein resides the
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arbitrariness of a binary, oppositional boundary that has been introduced into the
gradual transformation of culture. '

The Border between Khitan and Song under the Chanyuan Treaty System
by

FURUMATSU Takashi

In the year 1004, Khitan and Song put an end to their antagonistic relationship
and concluded the Chanyuan Treaty, exchanged written oaths stipulating those
matters for which each side would be responsible in order to maintain the peace,
and thereby established peaceful relations. The author proposes using the term
“Chanyuan Treaty system” to describe both the structure of peaceful coexistence
between the two countries as equal states established by the Chanyuan Treaty
and the international order under which multiple states, including these two, were
able to coexist in the eastern portion of the Eurasian continent by virtue of this
structure. The Chanyuan Treaty system continued to govern the system of fore-
ign relations in the eastern portion of the Eurasia for centuries thereafter.

The geographical conditions to the east and west of the Taihang Range that
formed the border between the Khitan and Song varied greatly, on the eastern
side of the borderlands spread the Huaibei Plain. On its western side was an ele-
vated plain, and on the east was the Jumabe River that served as the border. The
route that linked the Song prefecture of Xiongzhou and the Khitan prefecture of
Zhuozhou was a road that served as a vital artery for each country. The border-
line ran across the bridge over the Jumahe River that separated the countries.
The annual exchange of monetary awards, suibi, and the diplomatic ritual of cros-
sing the border were conducted atop the bridge. In contrast to the east, the west-
ern side of the borderlands was mountainous. This section of the border had been
newly demarcated in 1076 after two years of negotiations. At that time a moat
was dug along the border, and thus the moat indicated the borderline. Stones or
earthworks were also erected to indicate the border as well, and thus border was
clearly marked in a visible fashion. In the process of the negotiations, it is worth
noting that documents and maps were employed.

In the written oaths of the Chanyuan Treaty were regulations that stipulated
that officials and residents of each country were not to cross the border. On this
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