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was put in the center of conference. On the other hand, the goverment
was forced to recongnize its financial stracture owing to the decrease of
payment, and secure the minimum sorce of revenue by means of Ritubun
4y and Saiinkeisairyou ZEEEEEEE! or sale of offices &Z). The increase
of items in the efficiency rating conference of Governer was connected
with this change of financial policy by the goverment.

The Political Change of Debate on the Expedition
to Korea fiE&34 and the Korean Policy

by
Taxkanasar Hidenao

Since the second half of the 1970°s, doubts have been cast upon the
orthodox view about the political change of debate on the expedition
to Korea {iE#Es, thus stimulating scholars’ interest in the subject. This
article intends to place this political change justly in the whole frame
of the Korean problem.

The Government contained within itself opposing opinions as to the
Korean problem since September 1873—the group of Saigd insisted on
an expedition to Korea, while that of Okubo, Kido, Iwakura and others
opposed it; the latter sustained a priority for the inland. In a Cabinet
session, however, the group of Okubo modified its original stand and
shifted to a compromising postponement of an expedition. The aim of
this shift was to avoid a break-up with Saigd who got the wrong idea
from the Cabinet decision made on August 17 and brooded over it.
Nevertheless, this compromise on the part of Okubo turned out to be
not enough to convince Saigd, and consequently did not avoid a division
of the Government and a Political change. Although the group of Okubo
won the political change, the new government, bound by its own assertion
made in the Cabinet meeting, obliged itself to execute an expedition to
Korea before long.
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