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Manchu Clans in the Late Ming and the Early Ch’ing &

T aisuke Mitamura

The socalled Manchu Eight Banners, which were the mainstay
of the military strength of the Ch’ing dynasty, were organized on
a clan or sib basis in spite of the strong impact of chinese culture.
Their system had its origin in the Chin-Jurchen period, when they
inhabited the Huli Kailu on the Sungari. In the latter part of the
Yiian period they were known as the Three Clans of Ten Thousand.
In the troublous period in the closing days of the Yiian they began
to migrate southward, and the Odoli Ten Thousand under Mengge
Timur moved to Huining on the Korean border, where they absor-
bed the aboriginal Jurchens. They were known as the Chinchouwei
and Maolienwei whose society was organized on a complex clan
basis. The founder of the Manchu dynasty subjugated these tribes,
which had moved southward, and set up the Later Chin dynasty. This
dynasty was still largely composed of the Odoli clan mixed with
the aboriginal people.

Migrations of the Chienchou ZN| Jurchens

Nagahiro Kawachi

During the period from 1410 to 1440 under the Ming the Chien-
chou Jurchens made nine migrations. The times of six migrations are
known, while the rest unidentified. These migrations took place,
-as a rule, in March and April, but earlier or later under the pre-
ssure from the outside. Though there were other minor causes, the
main cause of migration was agricultural, since agriculture was
the mainstay of their ecconomy and mid-April was the time to be-
gin cultivation.



